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After this one, there seemed to be a disconnect between what L.D. and the players were saying.•
The coach thought the Hawks didn’t push back against the Thunder’s physical play: “Take nothing from 
Oklahoma City; they are a good team. The disappointing thing is the physicality in which they played 
with, we didn’t match it. We didn’t get after loose balls. We didn’t get on the floor. Yeah, they were 
coming over our backs on some plays but you have got to box out, you have got to get your body into 
them. They fought screens. They played with a physicality that we did not match.”

•

The players seemed to think they gave what they had but just couldn’t get it done.•
“That was a tough one, man,” J.J. said. “I thought we came out with the right energy and effort in how 
we wanted the game to be dictated. But we just didn’t get stops when we needed them down the stretch 
like we wanted to.”

•

“I like the way that our team came out and showed up,” Al said. “Yeah, we could have probably picked 
up the intensity more. But I felt like we played hard. We were one or two plays away but we couldn’t get 
it done.”

•

Under the circumstances, I’ve got to side with the players.•
The Hawks ran into a very talented offensive team with a top 5 player in Durant playing at a high level 
(despite a supposedly sore ankle). Westrbook is a tough cover, too, and he was playing with a 
swagger. The Thunder made some shots and were 20 of 21 on free throws.

•

“The Hawks are a great team and they bring the best out of us,” Durant said. “We shot well against them 
from three, and me and Russell and James all were hitting from outside.”

•

“They are a very talented team,” Drew said. “They can beat you in a lot of different areas. They are big, 
they are physical, they are strong in the backcourt. Obviously Durant is one of the top 10 players in this 
league. You can have to bring a physicality when you play this team. If you don’t they beat you up.”

•

Sure, but the Hawks had Josh in a suit and Al saddled by foul trouble. So of course they struggled to 
protect the paint and box out. Who else on this team is going to do those things against OKC’s solid 
front line (that will be scary deep when Perkins returns)?

•

“I don’t think we did well as far as protecting the paint,” Al said. “It had something to do with me being in 
foul trouble and not wanting to be as aggressive helping out. They took advantage of that in the first half. 
After that, they seemed to have the shooting and the scoring in the paint going.”

•

Perhaps more Zaza (six minutes) might have helped. And after praising Armstrong before the game 
L.D. gave him a DNP-CD and played Etan (who did have a productive seven minutes).

•

I thought the only thing the Hawks were horrible with was protecting the ball. They had 16 turnovers for 
27 Thunder points and a decent amount of those were unforced errors.

•

Hinrich struggled to stay with Westbrook (and jawed with him throughout the fourth quarter). Eventually 
Hinrich started going under screens, which opened everything up for Westbrook.

•

Teague didn’t have much better results vs. Westrbook and Maynor gave him a little trouble, too. But 
Teague was making his floater (he’s 4 for 4 in the official boxscore but I remember him missing a free-
throw line jumper).

•

James Harden got to the rim, too. “When he’s playing aggressive and takes the ball to the hole, he’s 
hard to guard,” OKC coach Scott Brooks said.

•

Jamal had 19 points on 13 shots. He twice drew fouls on 3-point tries.•
The Hawks had success with Joe posting up Sefolosha early in the game. Then Joe left with a cut lip 
courtesy of an Ibaka elbow to the face. In the second half his attempted post-ups never really 
materialized and the offense stagnated as he dribbled.

•

After the Hawks got within 102-100 on Marvin’s putback, they failed to score on their next three 
possessions. Al missed from 20 feet, Jamal missed a forced 3 and Al missed a turnaround J. Al got five 
shots in the fourth, second to Jamal’s 6, but couldn’t get in a rhythm.

•

Westbrook made the dagger.•
“I thought Kirk played great defense,” Joe said. “He took a tough shot and made it.”•
“That’s a shot that we would live with,” Drew said. “The only thing is we didn’t contest it. He knocked 
down a big shot.”

•

The Knicks are next. Then the Lakers, Bulls and Blazers.•
“They are going to keep coming,” Al said. “We have to move on. We have to learn from this.”•
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“We are all right, man,” J.J. said. “We are in a good position right now. We control our own destiny with 
these last 20 games left. Somewhere along the line we have to string together five, six, seven eight 
good wins.”

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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