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A furious comeback makes us take new notice of the Hawks
9:36 am March 3, 2011, by Mark Bradley

Don't know why he was so happy. Wasn't like he did much. (AJC photo by Curtis 

Compton)

To recap: I hated the Larry Drew promotion, wasn’t overwhelmed by the Kirk Hinrich trade and had been 

unimpressed by the games I’d seen the Hawks play this season. (I saw them blown out by Boston in 

November, saw them blow a 22-point lead against Charlotte last month.) And for 24 minutes last night I saw 

nothing to make me rethink.

The second half I saw a team worth watching. The second half reminded me why, not so long ago (meaning 

pre-Orlando sweep), I’d come to like the Hawks and the way they played. You can say it was just one game of 

82, and you’d be correct numerically, but if this one game had become just another meek home loss we’d have 

been dismissing the Hawks altogether. But you cannot dismiss a team that surges from 19 points down without 

its third-best player to run down a big-time opponent at the end.

The first half was laughable, but the laughter ceased in the third quarter. The Hawks dug in and defended the 

Bulls in a way they haven’t defended anybody all season. Some of it had to do with the new man Kirk Hinrich’s 

ball pressure at the top, but that wasn’t nearly all of it. Damien Wilkins, Mr. 10-Day-Contract, entered and 

played significant minutes. Marvin Williams made the best defensive play — maybe the best play, period — of 

his NBA life, blocking a Derrick Rose dunk inside the final three minutes. Joe Johnson switched over to Rose 

at the end and kept him shackled. And Al Horford … well, about him you’ve already heard.
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Said Drew: “After a game like that, they have to feel really good about themselves. They have to believe they 

can line up against anyone and beat anybody.”

If I told you I now believe these Hawks will go on to the NBA championship or even the Eastern finals, I’d be 

lying. I still don’t see that sort of potential. But I’m less inclined to dismiss this team’s postseason chances out 

of hand than I was 13 hours ago. The next six days — home games against Oklahoma City, New York and 

Kobe Bryant — will tell us more. But if you’re facing a month of key games, coming from 19 down to beat the 

Bulls was the way to start.

Said Jamal Crawford, standing in a giddy Hawks’ locker room: “You couldn’t have done it any better.”

By Mark Bradley

3  

1 2 Next » Show All

Tell us what you think about the site

Send us 

your 

suggestion

s about 

this page.

 

Send a feedback technical issue

 Your e-mail address (will not be shared)  

Subscribe »

Customer Care »

Vacation stops, manage subscriptions and more

AJC Services

Staff contacts•
Reprints and permission•
Contests•
Submit event listings•
Send us news tips•
Careers at AJC•
Careers at Cox•
AJC Store•
AJC Conversation•

Sections

News•
Sports•
Entertainment•
Travel•
Business•
Lifestyle•

Page 2 of 3A furious comeback makes us take new notice of the Hawks | Mark Bradley

3/3/2011http://blogs.ajc.com/mark-bradley-blog/2011/03/03/a-furious-comeback-makes-us-take-new...



Obituaries•

Other Editions

Sign up for newsletters•
Digital Products•
AJC for iPad•
Sign up for ajcMobile•
RSS and Widgets•
Today's news | A1 image•
Archives•

Guides

Best of Atlanta•
School Guide•
Neighborhood Guide•
AJC in Education•
Atlanta Home Sales•
Atlanta Topics•
Travel Guide•
Atlanta Holiday Guide•
Atlanta Crime & Safety•

Advertising

About our ads•
Advertise with us•
E-Sheets•

AJC Sites

ajc.com•
AccessAtlanta•
Atlanta Jobs•
Atlanta Homes•
Atlanta Apartments•
Atlanta Cars•
Atlanta Classifieds•
Mundo Hispánico•
BuenRato•
Cars on AutoTrader.com•

 Visitor Agreement | Privacy Statement 
© 2011 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Search ajc.com…   
  

Page 3 of 3A furious comeback makes us take new notice of the Hawks | Mark Bradley

3/3/2011http://blogs.ajc.com/mark-bradley-blog/2011/03/03/a-furious-comeback-makes-us-take-new...


