
Atlanta Hawks guard Damien Wilkins (left) 
battles for a loose ball with Raptors guard 
Jose Calderon in Atlanta last night. 
(REUTERS/Tami Chappell) 

ATLANTA — History appears to be in the making.

The Raptors hung around but ultimately dropped a 100-87 decision to the 
Hawks on Wednesday night, extending their losing streak to 13 games.

Twice before — most recently back in 2002 — the club has dropped 13 
straight, four short of the club record set in late 1997.

The Raptors coming off a franchise-worst two-win January, looked 
dramatically improved compared to recent contests — particularly on 
offence — but could not pull out a win against a steady Atlanta squad.

One of the most unselfish teams in the league moved the ball effortlessly 
with 30 assists on 42 makes, leading to an endless parade of open shots.

Joe Johnson, one of the NBA’s finest performers in January, showed 
February is to his liking as well, finishing with a season-best 37 points 
while Josh Smith added 18.

“Joe had it going and we didn’t really have a match for him. He picked us 
apart,” said Raptors head coach Jay Triano.

Amir Johnson led the Raptors with 20 points and 14 rebounds as each starter scored in double figures.

“Offensively we were a little bit better than the other night, but I don’t know if we could have been worse,” Triano said.

The Raptors overcame a sloppy start (64% shooting by Atlanta halfway through the first half) to hang with the Hawks (54-45 
Atlanta at the half despite 57% shooting by the home side to Toronto’s 43.9%), but could not get over the hump, other than 
when they took a one-point lead for a brief spell in the third.

The shooting and defence picked up in the third and the Raptors took the lead before a 7-0 Hawks run got the thread-bare 
crowd excited again.

Toronto actually packed the paint decently, but Atlanta’s heady playmakers effortlessly picked out open shooters all night.

At least at the other end, the Raptors arose from their recent slumber. DeMar DeRozan found his shot again after a run of 
clunkers, connecting on 8-of-17 for 16 points.

But Andrea Bargnani, while better, was once again ineffective and actually earned a seat on the bench for much of the 
fourth quarter to ponder his 4-for-12 effort.

“I didn’t think we were getting much from Andrea at either end,” explained Triano.

“It definitely wasn’t the greatest game, that was obvious,” conceded Bargnani.

Tired from a day spent on the runway in Indiana on Tuesday, the club had nothing left down the stretch, allowing the Hawks 
to pull away in the fourth quarter.

To make matters worse, the team also lost backup point guard Jerryd Bayless to a sprained MCL. Bayless told the Sun it 
wasn’t major but he wasn’t sure if he’d be able to play on Friday.
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The Raptors could learn a lot from the Atlanta organization. Long a doormat, the Hawks — who started this Raptors streak 
of futility — have now improved its record five years running and again are in the hunt for homecourt advantage in the first 
round. Atlanta put athletes and shooters around a dominant low-post presence in Al Horford and it has paid off even if 
nobody expects the team to rise all the way into a championship contender.

Even making two of the biggest draft blunders — Marvin and Shelden Williams over the likes of Chris Paul, Deron Williams 
and Brandon Roy — in NBA history has not sunk the Hawks the way similar gaffes either in the draft or through trade (Vince 
Carter anyone?) have hamstrung the Raptors.

The Hawks may not be at the peak, but they are a heck of a lot higher up the mountain than the Raptors.

The first step up the ladder for beleaguered Toronto is to avoid hitting rock bottom.

That means winning at the ACC against Minnesota on Friday night. If not, there is no telling how low they can go. Forget 17 
games, it is possible the Raptors could take a 23-game losing streak into London, England, in early March.

At least that would add some much-needed drama to the NBA’s foray into England.
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