
 

Atlanta Hawks center Zaza Pachulia grabs a rebound against Toronto Raptors' Ed 

Davis on Wednesday.
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Back to Raptors lose 13th straight, 100-87 in Atlanta 

ATLANTA—It’d be easy for the Raptors to wallow in self-pity, to blame snow 

and ice and a disruption in the workaday life of an NBA player.

It would be easy for them to point to injuries and youth and the inexplicable 

tendency to make precisely the wrong play at exactly the wrong time.

But there’s no room for any of that — not much, at least — and they won’t get 

much sympathy from their fans or their opponents. 

The NBA is a man’s league; you just have to suck it up and find a way to be 

better.

So as they come home, having lost their 13th straight game, this one 100-87 

to the Atlanta Hawks on Wednesday, there can be no signs of feeling sorry 

for themselves.

“You hang your head but if you want to do it, do it right now because we have 

to turn around and practice (Thursday) and we have to play on Friday,” said 

coach Jay Triano after the Raptors tied the second-longest losing streak in 

franchise history.

“Nobody’s feeling sorry for themselves, everyone’s pissed off that we’re losing. We have to try to get a win under our belts.”

Wednesday was such a typical game, albeit under atypical circumstances: The Raptors got behind early, rallied a bit, stayed close and 

failed in the end. The only difference, really, was in their pre-game preparation — and it didn’t seem to have much of an impact either way.

An ice storm in Indianapolis forced the Raptors to remain there until about 9 a.m. Wednesday when the chartered flight that was originally 

scheduled to leave after Monday night’s loss to the Pacers finally got off the ground.

They arrived in Atlanta late in the morning and took a bus to the arena for their game-day shoot-around. That part but was out of the norm, 

but the game that followed was all too routine. 

“The thing is, they go six points or seven (up) and we fight back so we’re there,” said guard Jose Calderon. “It’s not like they blow us out and 

we can do nothing about it.

“We’re playing against a good team and every time we lost concentration for one second, they hit a three and they go on a little run and it’s 

back to fighting again.

“I know we’ve got some injuries and all the excuses we can say, even with the flights and all that stuff but it’s the same, we have to keep 

working and fighting,” he added.

In keeping with the typical nature of the night, the Raptors may have lost another player to injury.

Jerryd Bayless left in the second half with a sprained right knee and will be examined in Toronto on Thursday. But seeing him hobble 

around the locker room post-game, wincing with nearly every step, it’s hard to imagine him being ready to go Friday against Minnesota.

And, still in keeping with the typical nature of the night, Andrea Bargnani’s laconic effort landed him a spot on the bench for all but 2:23 of 

the fourth quarter.

“I thought Amir (Johnson, with a team-high 20 points and 14 rebounds) had an unbelievable game and we wanted to try to keep him on the 

floor as much as we could and Ed (Davis), I thought, had a better second half and I didn’t think we were getting much from Andrea at either 

end,” said Triano.
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Bargnani, who had 12 points and five rebounds in 30 minutes, didn’t dispute his coach’s assessment.

“I try to do my best. I did my stuff, I was talking open shots, I don’t know, just playing,” he said. 

“It definitely wasn’t the greatest game, that was obvious.”

Joe Johnson scorched the Raptors for a season-high 37 points, dished out eight assists and was a glaring example of the difference in 

talent level between the two teams.

“When he caught the ball in the low block he shot over top of us, when we tried to bring someone else or collapse a little bit, he picked us 

apart with guys spreading the floor the hitting threes,” said Triano.
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