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 Matt Slocum In this Jan. 5, 2011, photo, Washington Wizards' Kirk Hinrich brings 

the ball up during an NBA basketball game against the Philadelphia 76ers in Philadelphia. The 

Atlanta Hawks were finalizing a deal to acquire Hinrich from the Wizards, upgrading the Atlanta 

backcourt for the playoff run, a person familiar with the decision told The Associated Press on 

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2011. The person said that Hawks' Mike Bibby is among the other players 

involved in the trade. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum) 

SIOUX CITY -- For Kirk Hinrich and his young family, the news Wednesday night of a trade to 

almost any team had to be good.

A deals sending Hinrich from the Washington Wizards, one of the worst teams in the league, to 

the Atlanta Hawks, a solid playoff contender, should mean a lot more fun on the court for a 30-

year-old West High graduate in his eighth NBA season.

It also had to be a reasonably welcome development for Kirk's wife, Jill, and daughter, Kenzie, 

who'll turn 3 in August.

Sure, it means a little packing for a family that still maintains a beautiful home in the Chicago 

suburbs. The plan for this first season since being shipped out by the Chicago Bulls was to find 

temporary accommodations and treat the new surroundings as an adventure.
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Frankly, once you've soaked up all the history our nation's capital has to offer, a very nice change 

of pace from a scary city like Washington is a place like Atlanta, where the temperatures Thursday 

ranged from a high of 71 to a low of 57.

It has to be gratifying, too, for Hinrich to be pursued by a winning team that hasn't changed its 

starting lineup since February of 2008, making a deal that sends starting point guard Mike Bibby 

to Washington and gives Kirk an opportunity to take the 13-year veteran's place.

The Hawks are 34-23, fifth in a fast-improving Eastern Conference race where his old team, the 

Bulls, sit third (38-17) behind the ambitious Boston Celtics (41-14) and Miami Heat (42-15). 

Orlando (36-22) is the only team between Atlanta and those three potential league title contenders.

One minute the former Kansas University star is playing for a team that's 15-41, ranking 27th out 

of 30 NBA clubs. Despite a 14-14 record at home, the Wizards hadn't won a road game until Feb. 

13, when they visited that remnant of a team LeBron James left behind in Cleveland.

Now, Kirk could be able to shift gears from a "combo guard'' role to a genuine ball distributor on a 

team with lots of weapons. The four remaining starters who've been playing together several years 

are 6-7, 240-pound guard Joe Johnson (19.3 ppg., 5.4 apg.), 6-9, 240-pound Josh Smith (16.6 

ppg., 8.7 rpg.), 6-10, 245-pound Tito Horford (16.0 ppg., 9.7 rpg.) and 6-9, 240-pound Marvin 

Williams (10.7 ppg.).

A valuable sixth man, meanwhile, is 6-5 guard Jamal Crawford, Kirk's former teammate for one 

season in Chicago. Now in his 11th NBA campaign out of Michigan, Crawford averages 15.1 

points off the bench.

Johnson is a 10th-year veteran picked 10th in the 2001 NBA draft after playing two seasons for 

Arkansas. This is his sixth year with the Hawks.

Smith is in his seventh season after being claimed directly out of Oak Hill Academy in Mouth of 

Wilson, Va., where he scored a school-record 980 points (25.8 ppg.) on a 38-0 team that was 

ranked No. 1 in the country in 2004, the last season the NBA didn't require players to waste a year 

pretending they want a college education.

Horford, as many will recall, starred on Florida's back-to-back NCAA championship teams in 

2006 and 2007, then was picked third in the '07 draft, which also had college teammates Joakim 

Noah (Bulls) and Corey Brewer (Timberwolves) among the first nine selections.

Then, there's Williams, who started as a freshman on North Carolina's 2005 NCAA championship 

team and then jumped to the NBA as the No. 2 draft pick of '05. College teammates Raymond 

Felton, Sean May and Rashad McCants are all still in the league, as well.
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The Hawks liked Hinrich enough they threw in their first-round draft pick for this year along with 

reserves Maurice Evans and Jordan Crawford. Washington, meanwhile, also included reserve 

Hilton Armstrong, a 6-11 forward who hasn't really panned out after being drafted 12th out of 

UConn in 2006.

Reaction in the Atlanta media and also on the internet was fairly lukewarm.

"The Hawks needed to make a trade in the worst way, and the trade they made wasn't the worst 

ever,'' wrote Atlanta Journal-Constitution columnist Mark Bradley, unexcitedly.

"Best-case scenario: Hinrich does his hybrid-guard act -- he used to be quite good at it, but his 

numbers haven't been anything special the past four seasons -- and puts the other Hawks in the 

right position and this team manages to win a first-round series,'' wrote Bradley.

"Worse-case scenario: Hinrich fails to mesh with Joe Johnson.... and the Hawks, who have 

bombed out in Round 2 the past two seasons, bomb out in Round 1 this spring.''

Then, there was the overview from Sekou Smith on a blog from the NBA's official website.

"The Hawks are trying, once again, to solve the point guard problems that have plagued them 

since draft night 2005, when they passed up Deron Williams, Chris Paul and Raymond Felton to 

take Marvin Williams with the No. 2 pick,'' Smith commented. "While Hinrich is clearly an 

upgrade over Bibby, particularly at the defensive end, he still doesn't solve the Hawks' seemingly 

eternal point guard problem.''

Then again, after having his address impacted by the top selections in two of the last three NBA 

drafts (Derrick Rose to the Bulls in '08 and John Wall to the Wizards last summer), maybe 30-year

-old Kirk is just the guy to take over as floor general for a veteran team like the Hawks.

He may not be the best thing to happen to Atlanta since General Sherman's troops marched north, 

but I wouldn't be surprised if he doesn't exceed expectations of the two aforementioned "experts.''

 

Copyright 2011 Sioux City Journal. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

 

Posted in Hersom on Thursday, February 24, 2011 6:12 pm Updated: 12:22 am. | Tags: Terry 

Hersom, Kirk Hinrich, Trade 

Share This Story

Print Email ShareThis 

Page 4 of 5HERSOM: Latest trade may be good for Hinrich

2/25/2011http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/sports/columnists/hersom/article_56a806a1-bbbd-5e43-a...



Other Stories

Hersom: Local hoop powers rank among elite•

Sponsored Links

FreeCreditReport.com® 
See Your Credit Report in Seconds! Easy to Read 

and Viewable Online.
www.FreeCreditReport.com/Official

Solar Stock Pick - GSLO 
American Solar Energy! Get Investment Information 

Today.
www.GoSolarUSA.com

Local Mortgage Companies 

Find Mortgage Companies, Brokers
yellowpages.com

Ads by Yahoo!

 

The Healing Glow of Nature 
Medium: 3-5 lbs Salt crystal 
lamps come from a number of 
locations throug...healthdesigns.com

Ancient Secrets, Himalayan N
FEATURES If you haven`t 
experienced the pleasures of 
bathing in the Dead Sea, Bath 
Crystals are the ...BeautyZip.com

Ahava Dead Sea Bath Salts:
Aaron Industries Aaron Brands 
Epsom Salts Magnesium Sulfate
U.S.P. Saline Laxative - 1 lb. 
454gAaron...LuckyVitamin.com

Aaron Industries - Epsom S

 

Page 5 of 5HERSOM: Latest trade may be good for Hinrich

2/25/2011http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/sports/columnists/hersom/article_56a806a1-bbbd-5e43-a...


