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Local NBA connections: Catching up with Jamal Crawford

Former Rainier Beach High School star Jamal Crawford rubs elbows with stars, and stardom.

We caught up with Jamal Crawford, a 6-foot-5 guard, in the midst of an Atlanta Hawks road 
trip.

The former Rainier Beach High School star was named the NBA Sixth Man of the Year in 2010.

Seattle Times: You're a new dad, again?

Jamal Crawford: Yeah, my son Jayen is 8 months old. It's cool. It's totally, totally different 
because when I had Eric, I was still in high school and trying to establish who I was and trying 
to find my way. Now, being established, it's a different perspective, and Eric loves being a big 
brother.

ST: What about other parts of life in Atlanta. The Hawks are winning and snow is falling?

JC: My being an important part of the team has been really good. They were successful before I 
got here, but I want to say I helped them become even more successful. Our fans are there, and 
being one of the top teams in the East is fun. The weather has been wild, especially with the 
snowstorms. I think it's turned over now, so hopefully it'll be nice the rest of the time that I'm 
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here. We were stuck one time and had to cancel a practice and a game because the team 
couldn't get in. It was only a four- or five-day period.

ST: You're dabbling in new business ventures in addition to the philanthropic work, right?

JC: I'm definitely more business-oriented over the last four or five years. I co-own a studio with 
Jay-Z in New York, and I'm looking to get into some real estate stuff. People that have recorded 
at the studio are like Rihanna, Ne-Yo, Beyoncé, and of course, Jay-Z. There's tons of people that 
have been up in there. And I'm working on something with Spike Lee as far as movies go as 
well. We're just waiting for clearance on a project we're working on.

ST: You know plenty in the entertainment biz, but do you still get starry-eyed?

JC: Yeah, it's weird because I've been meeting people over the last six or seven years. There are 
still certain people I get starry-eyed at meeting. Like I saw Denzel Washington, he's a big hoops 
fan.

ST: When are you going to get in the studio?

JC: Oh, no! You won't hear me there. I'm just a fan of music. There's no hidden talents there, 
for sure. I can't be a rapper, and I leave the dancing to my friends.

ST: How do you manage the studio/film work with basketball and travel?

JC: In season, honestly you practice maybe two-three hours a day and the traveling is there. 
But when I get to the new city, I make phone calls, have conference calls and check e-mails. It's 
not a set schedule, it depends on the person I'm dealing with. More than likely they're busy as 
well, so we just figure out times to sit down on the phone for 30 minutes to an hour and get 
things handled.

ST: The upcoming All-Star Game in Los Angeles should be a hotbed for you then, right?

JC: No, I've always said that I wouldn't participate in anything or even go to the All-Star Game 
until I actually played in it. My agents have floated around me being in the Skills Challenge or 
Three-Point Contest, but I said, 'Nah.' I'm not going to play in the big game, so I'm going to 
hold off. There's no need to lobby for it. I know one year I'll be playing in the All-Star Game.

ST: Are you irritated about it? You've been playing some good ball.

JC: Thank you, I appreciate it.

It's weird because honestly I was putting up better numbers on bad teams and they were like, 
'Well, he has to win.' Then I was the second-leading scorer on a team that won 50 games last 
year and my name is kind of out there. But we have a really good team. We have four guys who 
could be All-Stars: myself, Josh (Smith), Joe (Johnson) and Al (Harford). Somebody is always 
going to get the short end of the stick. If we can always get two guys there, it's good for us. For 
me, it's cool for my peers to look at me as an All-Star-level player.

ST: What will you do instead?

JC: Get some rest, for sure. And I always watch the game and (All-Star) events.

Jayda Evans
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