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What should the Hawks do with their lineup?

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:59 p.m. Friday, February 11, 2011 

On Friday, Hawks coach Larry Drew reiterated comments he has made since his team's 34-point loss to 

Philadelphia on Tuesday about possibly shaking the team out of its recent lethargic play at home by 

changing up the lineup or considering a trade.

"We're probably at a stage where we probably need to rattle the cage a little bit," he said. "We're 50-plus 

games into the season with 30 games to go. Maybe it's time to do something, to shake things up a little 

bit."

If center Al Horford can play Saturday against Charlotte, Drew will have his first opportunity to put his 

plan in action. Horford, after injuring his back Feb. 4, took part in non-contact work in Friday's practice, 

but Drew was not sure if he'll play.

With Drew's comments in mind, a few people who know the Hawks and/or the NBA well were asked what 

they would do if they were in Drew's shoes. Here's what they had to say.

A season-ticket holder since 1992 -- "I sat through J.R. Rider," he said -- Terry Hogan prefaces his 

suggestion with his admiration for guard Mike Bibby.

"He's a leader; he doesn't turn the ball over; he makes the right decisions," said Hogan, of Norcross.

That said, he doesn't want to trade Bibby, but he would like to see the team get in the market for a young 

point guard to replace him. From his mid-court seats, Hogan has seen plenty of opposing young guards 

penetrate to the basket, a particular liability for the Hawks. He isn't convinced backup Jeff Teague is the 

answer and doesn't think shaking up the lineup will help. He is a fan of Jamal Crawford, but sees him as 

a shooting guard rather than a point.

"I just don't see what we tweak," he said.

Kris Willis, a blogger on the popular Hawks blog Peachtree Hoops, gives a vote for starting Teague over 

Bibby along with Joe Johnson, Marvin Williams, Josh Smith and Horford.

"My hope would be that Teague could help set the tone defensively and Bibby could still be a calming 

influence on the lineup while coming off the bench," Willis wrote in an e-mail.

Willis could see Bibby still getting more minutes than Teague, but he believes starting Teague could give 

the team the jolt Drew has mentioned and help push the pace early in the game. Willis doesn't expect a 
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trade because the team is near the luxury-tax threshold, but sees Crawford as a possible chip because of 

his expiring contract.

A veteran NBA scout offered the possibility that Drew's comments were as much or more to get players' 

attention as they were to broach the possibility of actual changes, which Drew refuted Friday. If there is a 

change, the scout said that the most likely one will be the Hawks sticking with the "big" lineup of Jason 

Collins, Horford, Smith, Johnson and Bibby. The scout noted, however, that Williams and Bibby have not 

played well enough recently for their spots to be secure.

"The question remains, what do you have in Teague?" the scout said. "I don't think anyone knows yet, 

but the more he plays, the doubts only get stronger, I believe."

In the scout's opinion, the loss to Philadelphia more than anything underscored Horford's importance to 

the team.

"Al does so many things that don't get in the box score," he said.

The scout saw Crawford, Williams, Bibby, Teague and rookies Jordan Crawford and Pape Sy as possible 

trade material.

"The best likelihood is no trades," he said. "There might be some lineup juggling."

Former NBA coach Jeff Van Gundy's solution: No moves at all.

"Just play better," said Van Gundy, now calling games for ESPN and ABC. "Whatever they would do 

would be more cosmetic, anyway."

He saw Collins becoming a fixture at center as a possibility, but he thought that the Hawks are better with 

Horford at center and Smith at power forward. Van Gundy added trade talk is immaterial without knowing 

who the Hawks could acquire.

"No one ever says who the people are [in the trade]," he said. "It's always who it is and for who and what 

your ownership's willing to pay."

At 33-19, the Hawks are about where they should be, according to Van Gundy.

"They're a solid 50-win team," he said. "I give them a lot of credit for what they've been able to do, but 

they're not a championship-caliber team."
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