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Hawks notes: Al Horford sits with back injury

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:38 p.m. Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

On second thought, Hawks center Al Horford decided he couldn't play with a back injury he suffered four 

days ago.

Horford missed his second game Tuesday with a bruised back he sustained after crashing to the floor in 

a collision with Clippers rookie Blake Griffin. After a light practice session early Tuesday, Horford said 

he planned to play, but changed his mind after testing the injury before the Hawks played the 76ers at 

Philips Arena.

Horford missed the Hawks' game at Washington on Saturday and didn't practice Monday. Drew started 

Zaza Pachulia in place of Horford against Philadelphia.

The Hawks don't play again until Charlotte visits Philips Arena on Saturday.

“Certainly I want him out there, but if there is any kind of inkling about him having any kind of discomfort 

or concern about [if] his back can take the pounding, it just makes more sense to keep him out," coach 

Larry Drew said. "He gets another four days for treatment and rest.”

Drew ‘grateful' to Collins

Drew was an assistant to Doug Collins in Washington from 2001-03. Drew said he learned the value of 

organization and pushing players from Collins, who is now the head coach for the 76ers.

Collins hired Drew, though he didn't know him at the time.

"I am forever grateful for that," Drew said. "Since that day he and I have been really close, and we've 

always admired one another."

Said Collins: "Larry is class. I just feel like when you are going to do this, the stress and the toll it takes 

on you, you have got to be able to delegate and you have got to have really good people with you. ... 

When ‘L.D.' is with you, you know you have got a guy who is incredibly loyal."

Etc.

South Gwinnett High's Louis Williams sparked the Sixers in the first half with 13 points and two assists 

while making six of eight field goals. ... With Horford out, center Etan Thomas inactive and the Sixers 

using a small and fast lineup ill-suited for Jason Collins, Drew regularly used a small lineup with 
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forwards Josh Smith or Josh Powell at center. ... Philadelphia shot 64.3 percent in the first half, the 

best mark for a Hawks opponent this season. The previous high was Boston's 62.2 percent shooting in 

the first half of its 99-76 victory on Nov. 22.
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