
 

Print this page Close 

Johnson not worried about All-Star chances

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:37 p.m. Wednesday, February 2, 2011 

In recent seasons Joe Johnson usually was penciled in as an All-Star even before the teams were 

announced.

There figures to be more suspense for Johnson when reserves are unveiled Thursday night. He started 

the season slowly, sat out two weeks after elbow surgery and regained his usual form only in the past 

month.

Johnson said he hasn't spent much time wondering whether his late surge would be enough to convince 

Eastern Conference coaches to vote him to his fifth consecutive All-Star team.

"Not really," Johnson said before the Hawks played Toronto on Wednesday night at Philips Arena. "If I 

make it, great. For the past four years I've enjoyed it every single time I have been. It's definitely been an 

honor and it's a prestigious award.

"If not, I will just stick with it, keep working and try to finish off the regular season with a bang."

Johnson still could be named as one of seven East reserves despite his uneven season. The Hawks are 

one of only six East teams with winning records, making for a lack of obvious candidates since All-Stars 

don't often come from losing squads.

Hawks center Al Horford figures to be voted to the team for the second year in a row. Horford entered 

Wednesday night's game ranked fifth in the league in field-goal percentage (57), eighth in rebounds (9.8) 

and fifth in scoring among East centers (16.2)

Hawks forward Josh Smith also figures to get some votes. Smith, the runner-up for defensive player of 

the year last season, entered Wednesday ranked 12th in blocks per game (1.8) and 15th in rebounding 

(8.8).

Pay it back?

Smith said he plans to appeal the $25,000 fine levied by the NBA for his obscene gesture during 

Atlanta's game vs. New York on Friday. Smith motioned to his crotch after he made a 3-pointer.

Smith got word of the fine on Sunday morning.
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"I was upset," he said. "I've seen a lot of players, past and present, doing the same thing. I wish they had 

sent me a memo saying I couldn't do it before I did it."

Snow days

The Raptors didn't make it to Atlanta until Wednesday morning because of travel delays caused by snow 

storms in the Midwest.

The Raptors couldn't leave after playing at Indianapolis on Monday as scheduled. They then spent five 

hours on their aircraft Tuesday as crews tried to de-ice it before retreating to their hotel.

Toronto went straight from the airport to Philips on Wednesday for their shootaround.

"We tried to make today as normal as possible," Raptors coach Jay Triano said before the game. "We 

can't worry about anything like that. We have got to be ready to play the basketball game."

Etc.

With Marvin Williams serving the second game of his two-game suspension, Hawks coach Larry Drew 

started Mo Evans at small forward. ...  Smith and Horford are still nursing injuries. Drew said Smith's 

right knee is swollen and Horford's right ankle is tender. Smith winced in pain after dunking in the first half 

and again after appearing to collide with teammate Mike Bibby.
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