
 

Atlanta Hawks forward Jamal Crawford drives to the basket past Toronto Raptors 

guard Jerryd Bayless (R) during the first half of their NBA basketball game in 

Toronto January 12, 2011. REUTERS/Mike Cassese
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Back to Hawks snatch game from Raps in final seconds for 104-101 win 

It was a game that had just about everything.

Explosive offences, some stretches of good defence, big shots down the 

stretch and questionable calls.

As entertainment went, the Raptors 104-101 loss to the Atlanta Hawks at the 

Air Canada Centre on Wednesday was great theatre; for a team needing to 

win every game it can to stay in touch with the bottom of the Eastern 

Conference playoff race, it was a bitter one to swallow.

“They feel the same way the fans feel, they feel the same way I do,” coach 

Jay Triano said after the Raptors lost despite leading by two with 10.5 

seconds left. 

The Hawks won because they made one more big play down the stretch than 

the Raptors did, getting a big shot on a crucial possession right before 

Toronto failed in a last-gasp attempt to pull out a win.

After a botched Jose Calderon drive and a couple of Atlanta free throws by 

Joe Johnson, a desperation three by Andrea Bargnani bounced off the rim at 

the buzzer.

“We just figured if they had a smaller guy on him, we could throw it high, he could catch it high and get rid of it in one second,” said Triano. 

The turning point

So many to choose from.

The biggest basket of the night came from Atlanta’s Mike Bibby with the Hawks down two and only 10.5 seconds left. Instead of trying to run 

a play and free up a shooter, the Hawks got Bibby the ball right off the inbounds pass and with a couple of Raptor defenders running at him, 

he simply let fly right away.

“It’s a play that they run, it’s a tough play,” said Triano. “Amir (Johnson) came up on the one side, Jose (Calderon) came up on the other 

side, both guys were right there challenging him. It wasn’t like we didn’t guard it. We guarded it and he made a tough shot.”

Bibby made only two shots all night, both threes, but the last one was the game-changer and on a night when a couple of his teammates 

were far more effective, it was still the veteran guard who made the biggest shot.

The final frenetic shot

With Toronto down one and left with one possession, the Raptors went with a tried-and-true play: a high screen and roll with Calderon 

handling the ball.

Triano admitted second-guessers will have a field day debating whether or not they should have run something for Leandro Barbosa, but 

Calderon got the basket, only to have the ball knocked out of his hands and out of bounds.

“You can second-guess this thing right through. The possession before, Jose makes a great pass to Amir and Amir makes a bucket and 

we’ve always had Jose in that position,” said Triano. “If I wanted to second-guess myself, I could say Barbosa should have had the ball at 

the end of game because he was playing well. We went with what we normally do and we didn’t finish.
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At first glance, the free-throw discrepancy — 25-for-31 for the Hawks, 9-for-12 for the Raptors — may lead one to think Atlanta simply 

pounded the ball inside.

Au contraire.

The vast majority of the Hawk free throws came when the Raptors fouled jump shooters because they were up too close trying to defend. 

Nine of them came on three different instances where the Raptors fouled Hawks shooting three-pointers.

Old-fashioned shootout

Jamal Crawford, who has dropped 50 points against the Raps in the past, and Barbosa, in what might have been his most exciting game as 

a Raptor, were the stars of the night.

Crawford had 25 of his 36 points in the first half, when he went 10-for-14 from the field; and Barbosa went 5-for-7 from the floor in the 

second half as he led Toronto with 26.

Stats pack

The Atlanta bench took a combined 24 field-goal attempts. Crawford had 23 of them. The only other was a missed attempt by Zaza 

Pachulia. ... Raptors shot 54.3 per cent from the field, the fourth game in a row in which they’ve made more than half their attempts. ... Raps 

were out-rebounded 40-33 and Bargnani, who had 26 points, had just three.

Quote book

“He is every coach’s dream when you talk about a guy that can come off the bench and get you going.” 

•Atlanta’s Larry Drew on Crawford.

“I don’t take any heart in it, I want to win the game and we didn’t do that.”

•Toronto’s Jay Triano on his team’s competitive nature.

Five-star rating

Four. One of the most entertaining games of the season at the ACC.
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