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The fourth quarter has been 12 minutes of horror for the Kings most of this season. But 

there has been a concerted effort lately to change that. 

The latest example was Tuesday at Arco Arena. The Kings trailed by 22 points with 7:45 left 

in the game. 

They closed the game with a 36-20 run and lost to the Atlanta Hawks 108-102. But the 
feeling that the Kings are doomed in the fourth quarter is fading with each improved effort. 

Kings coach Paul Westphal said the effort was "encouraging." 

"Certainly we had our rough spots tonight. There's no doubt that we have things to work on, 

but I like the way our players were relating to each other," Westphal said.

"We weren't good enough, but we had some good effort, and there are signs we're on the 

right path with these guys."

Since reports of the imminent firing of Westphal and basketball president Geoff Petrie 
surfaced early Christmas Eve, the Kings are 2-3.

It's not a record that warrants printing up playoff tickets, but it's a sign the Kings are 

moving in the right direction, considering only one loss was in double digits. That was last 

Saturday in Denver.

The Kings still have the worst record in the NBA at 7-25. A recurrent problem arose again 

Tuesday as the Kings were unable to contain opposing guards.

Atlanta guard Jamal Crawford came off the bench for 31 points and a team-high seven 

assists. Joe Johnson scored 29 points. The combination proved to be too much for the Kings 

to overcome in the fourth.

Crawford had 10 points in the fourth, and Johnson added eight points.

"We can do better – they killed us," Westphal said. "But they're really, really good, too. 

Particularly down the stretch, I thought Joe Johnson earned his points. He made tough 
shots, tough contested shots."

Westphal was pleased to see Tyreke Evans look more like himself again. Westphal said 

Evans "really looked quick" in scoring 29 points to go with a game-high eight assists. Evans 

also had a career-high five steals and two blocked shots.

Evans has struggled with plantar fasciitis in his left foot this season. He said his foot didn't 
feel great Tuesday morning but that once he starting playing, he felt fine.
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