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LOS ANGELES – After a stretch in which they showed progress, 
winning five of six games, the Clippers have offered a reminder that 
their steps forward are usually followed by a slide backward. 

For the second consecutive game, they followed a solid first half with 
a second-half meltdown that turned a double-digit lead into a loss. 
This time it was the Atlanta Hawks that came roaring back with a 65-
point second half for a 107-98 victory. 

The Clippers wasted a 31-point, 15-rebound game by Blake Griffin — 
the rookie forward's 21st consecutive double-double — after 

squandering a 12-point lead in Wednesday's loss to Utah. 

"If we're going to learn anything from this game," Clippers coach Vinny Del Negro said, "it's that as you 
play the better teams, the execution gets tighter — harder cuts, better screens, better ball movement — in 
the second half. And right now, we don't understand that very well." 

The Clippers led, 43-27, midway through the second quarter and were still up, 53-42, at halftime, having 
shot 61 percent while limiting the Hawks to 32 percent shooting. 

All those numbers turned over the final two quarters. The Hawks shot 66 percent to the Clippers' 34 
percent, cutting a 13-point deficit to four during the Clippers' customary third-quarter malaise. Atlanta blew 
past them for good with a 15-4 run midway through the fourth quarter. 

The third period "wasn't as bad as Utah," Griffin said — the Clippers were outscored 30-13 in the third 
quarter Wednesday. "But still, you put yourself into a tough position going into the fourth quarter. 
Especially against a team like that with so many solid, veteran players. ..." 

It was a rough afternoon for Eric Gordon, who finished with 10 points but was just 3 of 14 from the field. 

"They really didn't want me to get in the paint tonight," Gordon said. "They really keyed in. ... I really didn't 
get too many open looks. 

"That's why I was looking for open guys. It seemed like they wanted those guys to shoot." 

The Clippers did get offense from a variety of sources — Baron Davis had 15 points and five rebounds, 
and Eric Bledsoe and Ryan Gomes also scored 10 points — but not enough to offset the defensive issues 
in the second half. 

Joe Johnson led Atlanta with 29 points. Jamal Crawford had 24, with 19 in the second half, and Josh 
Smith had 22. 
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