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January 28, 2011

Fight Adds to Knicks’ Frustration
By JONATHAN ABRAMS

ATLANTA — Shawne Williams’s comeback is a Hollywood story, a resurrection as much as 

any in the Knicks’ return to relevancy. He was out of the league last season, his career 

derailed by a number of off-the-court issues, and he made the Knicks as the last player on 

the roster. 

He developed a role as a specialist and parked himself in the corner beyond the 3-point arc, 

where he is one of the league’s most efficient shooters. On Friday, Williams started for the 

second time this season in place of an injured Wilson Chandler. 

But he sustained the first blemish in an otherwise remarkable comeback in the final 

moments of the Knicks’ 111-102 loss to the Atlanta Hawks when he became involved in a 

fight with Marvin Williams. 

Words turned into a nudge, the nudge turned into pushes, and the pushes turned into a 

quick exchange of apparent punches with 43.7 seconds remaining. Marvin Williams threw 

the first punch and Shawne Williams appeared to retaliate as he was being pulled away by 

his teammate Landry Fields. Amar’e Stoudemire quickly stepped between the players. None 

of the punches landed. 

Both players were ejected, and the altercation will be reviewed by the N.B.A. and will 

probably result in suspensions. Players receive an automatic one-game suspension for 

throwing a punch, and the punishment increases with the severity of the incident. 

Shawne Williams and Knicks Coach Mike D’Antoni said Shawne Williams refrained from 

throwing punches, although replay of the incident appeared to show otherwise. 

“I was protecting myself,” Shawne Williams said. “Coming across halfcourt, he bumped me, I 

bumped him and he mushed me in the back of the head. I wasn’t going to fight him. I wanted 

to let him know I wasn’t backing down. For him to swing at me, that’s different. I feel I didn’t 

swing back and restrained myself.” 
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Against the Lakers earlier in the season, Williams showed restraint when Ron Artest 

attempted to play him physically. 

“Ron put his hand around my neck, and I didn’t swing,” Williams said. “I’m not stupid, I 

know the boundaries. I know it’s not good for N.B.A. players on the court to be fighting when 

you’ve got thousands of kids in the stands.” 

Marvin Williams, a sixth-year forward, left without speaking to reporters. 

“We got in there, and we separated them, but we’ll see what will happen,” Atlanta’s Al 

Horford said. “But Marvin’s a great guy. Shawne really had to get under his skin for Marvin 

to react like that or do something to him, so we’ll see what happens.” 

Joe Johnson scored 34 points for the Hawks and Josh Smith had 24, including a crucial 3-

pointer after the Knicks had closed the deficit. 

The fight cemented a frustrating evening for the Knicks (24-22), who trailed by 24 points but 

rebounded to close the deficit to 5 points with less than five minutes remaining. 

Tensions started to escalate at that point. Horford went to the free-throw line and banged his 

hand against his chest to rile up a home crowd that had been drowned out by a heavy 

contingent of Knicks fans. He also postured after blocking Stoudemire’s shot. 

“I don’t know what Horford’s thinking,” Stoudemire said. “He needs to calm down. He’s not 

that type of player. He don’t want to see me any night, so he might as well relax and calm 

down.” 

Stoudemire had a team-high 24 points. He stayed in the game after Marvin Williams landed 

on his legs in the third quarter; Stoudemire stayed on the ground for several moments. 

“It’s a little sore now, but we’ll see how it feels tomorrow,” Stoudemire said. 

Shawne Williams had 12 points and 11 rebounds, continuing his comeback after being 

waived by the Nets last season and being in trouble with the law for drug-related issues. 

Chandler is considered day to day, but his presence will be needed Sunday against the 

Pistons, especially if Williams is suspended. 

The outcome was symbolic of the Knicks’ season, a disappointing start after an emphatic win 

over the Heat on Thursday. “We came out soft and paid for it,” D’Antoni said. 
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