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Mavericks pull away to defeat Hawks for fourth straight 
win
By JEFF MILLER 
The Dallas Morning News 

For once lately, the Mavericks were required to neither regain their footing after letting an early lead slip 
away nor dust off from a poor start.

They simply traded punches for the more than three quarters with the Atlanta Hawks on Saturday night at 
American Airlines Center, then put on bursts at both ends of the court to pull away for a 102-91 victory.

The Mavs (31-15) have won four consecutive games, the last three on a homestand that will end on 
Monday night against a Washington Wizards team that is 0-22 in road games this season. Dallas is 21-1 in 
games in which it has scored 100 or more points.

Dirk Nowitzki led the Mavericks with 19 points followed by Jason Terry with 18 off the bench.

While significant reserve scoring has become a staple of Dallas' success, the Mavs received more than 
usual from backup center Brendan Haywood. He scored 10, equaling the season high that he scored on 
Oct. 31.

Joe Johnson led Atlanta with 27. He came into the game leading the club with an average of 19.9 points a 
game but had scored at least 30 in four of Atlanta's previous seven games.

With the score tied 79-79, the Mavericks scored the next dozen points, including Nowitzki's first three-
pointer of the game, to pull ahead 91-79. The Hawks fought back and shaved the lead to six points at 93-
87 but couldn't draw closer.

In the game's opening minutes, it appeared the Mavs would take advantage of an opponent that traveled 
about 800 miles to play its second game in as many nights. They bolted to a 10-4 lead as Hawks point 
guard Mike Bibby picked up two quick fouls.

The Hawks gained traction thanks mostly to the shooting of Johnson. He scored 12 of the Hawks' first 20 
points as Atlanta grabbed a 20-18 lead late in the first period. But the Mavs countered with 10 of the final 
14 points of the quarter to take a 28-24 lead into the second period.

Jason Terry's usual strong offensive contribution off the bench helped the Mavs go to the locker room at 
halftime with a 32-29 lead. He led Dallas with seven points in the period, giving him 15 at intermission.

The Hawks played without one of their usual starting forwards, 6-9 Marvin Williams. He sat out on the first 
half of a two-game suspension for a fight Friday night in the closing minutes of Atlanta's win over New York 
at home. Williams was replaced in the starting lineup by 6-5 Maurice Evans.
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