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By Charles F. Gardner 

Jan. 26, 2011 |(5) Comments 

Things looked bleak for the Milwaukee Bucks as they entered the fourth quarter trailing the Atlanta 
Hawks by 11 points. 

Then the Bucks did something they have struggled to accomplish all season. 

They made crisp passes, moved the ball and hit their shots. And they showed some toughness and an 
ability to close the game, pushing to a 98-90 victory Wednesday night before a Bradley Center crowd 
announced at 13,274. 

The Bucks outscored the Hawks in the final quarter, 34-15, while shooting 61.1% from the field (11 of 
18) and limiting Atlanta to just five baskets. 

Milwaukee's bench effort was supreme as Earl Boykins, Carlos Delfino and newcomer Garrett Temple 
combined to score 26 points in the decisive final quarter. 

"We made a lot of big plays in the fourth quarter," Bucks coach Scott Skiles said. "We were going to 
need a high-20s, mid-30s type quarter and to hold them down. We did both. 

"If it's a close game, the ball is swung around and you've got your feet set, you've got to make that shot. 
And we knocked them down." 

Corey Maggette led the Bucks (17-26) with 22 points before fouling out in the fourth quarter, and 
Boykins scored 11 of his 20 points in the final period. 

Delfino rediscovered his three-point stroke in his fourth game back in the lineup after missing more than 
two months due to concussive symptoms. 

He was 5 for 9 from three-point distance, finished with 15 points and hit three clutch three-pointers as 
the Bucks rallied in the fourth quarter. 

"I was feeling I had no legs," Delfino said. "The guys have been telling me to shoot. 

"When I made the second one in a row it was like it clicked." 

Delfino started the fourth quarter with a three, quickly reducing the Hawks' lead to single digits. 
Moments later the Bucks took off on a 15-0 run, transforming a 78-71 deficit into an 86-78 lead. 

Temple, who had been playing for Erie in the NBA Development League before signing a 10-day 
contract with the Bucks on Tuesday, started the run with a three and capped it with a corner three. 

The Hawks did get within 92-90 on a basket by Joe Johnson in the final minute, but Ersan Ilyasova was 
fouled while getting position for an offensive rebound and made two critical free throws with 27.1 
seconds left. 

Page 2 of 3Bucks rally past Hawks with hot fourth quarter - JSOnline

1/27/2011http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?expire=&title=Bucks+rally+past+Hawks+with...



  

"It's amazing how different a team looks when it makes shots," said Boykins, who was 7 for 11 from the 
field and 6 of 8 at the free throw line. "We ran the exact plays we always run. 

"It's a boost having anybody making shots. But it was good seeing Carlos get back into a rhythm. We 
need that. 

"When the fourth quarter came I felt I had to be more aggressive. I didn't want to relax. I just wanted to 
keep the pressure on them." 

Jamal Crawford had 20 points to lead the Hawks (29-17), who had a six-game road winning streak 
snapped. 

Al Horford added 17 points and 10 rebounds and Josh Smith picked up a double-double with 14 points 
and 11 rebounds but shot just 6 of 20 from the field. 

"Very, very frustrating, I just thought a total collapse," said Hawks coach Larry Drew. "We just did not 
respond to bad defensive possessions, ill-advised shots, to some of the calls that were made." 

Bucks center Andrew Bogut finished with eight points and 14 rebounds and thought the fourth-quarter 
surge was much needed. 

"It's a good win for us," Bogut said. "We wanted to try to establish something tonight. 

"Things just started rolling for us in the fourth quarter and hopefully we can keep it up. We're very 
evenly matched with Atlanta. They beat us bad one game; we beat them bad one game. Now we got 
them." 

Boykins joked that 98 points looked very good after the Bucks scored 81 and 83 in their two previous 
games, losses to Memphis and Chicago. 

"Tonight we looked like a hell of an offensive team," Boykins said. "That feels good. It's foreign 
territory. 

"It's always big to beat a top-notch team. But the thing now is to maintain focus. We just need good 
games." 
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