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 ATLANTA -- Brandon Rush, between bites  
of his postgame meal of grilled chicken and  
rice, looked up and was ready to pounce  
on the question the way the Atlanta Hawks  
jumped all over the Indiana Pacers. 
 
"People don't talk about them, but they're a  
true contender in my eyes," Rush said of  
the Hawks. 
 
Atlanta would be the best team in the  
league if it played the Pacers 82 times a  
season. The Hawks continued their  
dominance in a 108-93 victory at Philips  
Arena on Saturday night. 
 
"They're a terrifically talented basketball  
team and they're just a little too much for  
us to handle right now," Pacers coach Jim  
O'Brien said. 
 
The Hawks have won nine straight over the  
Pacers, and they're showing no signs of  
letting up as long as Josh Smith, Al Horford  
and Joe Johnson are on the roster. 
 
The Pacers lack the personnel to match up  

 with Atlanta's athleticism. 
 
Smith beat the Pacers with an array of  
moves -- dunks, jump shots and 3- 
pointers -- to finish with 27 points, 10  
rebounds and a block. 
 
Johnson had 24 points, six assists and five  
rebounds. Horford continued to treat  
Pacers center Roy Hibbert like a junior  
varsity player, compiling 14 points, 10  
rebounds and six assists. Hibbert had only  
eight points on 3-of-8 shooting. 
 
"They have a great inside attack and they  
space themselves very well," O'Brien said.  
"They're terrific in post-ups and in one-on- 
one situations." 
 
The Pacers, on the other hand, continue to  
search for an identity that has been missing  
for more than a month. The Pacers are 5- 
13 since being two games over .500 in late  
November. They've lost eight straight  
games on the road. 
 
The Pacers were held to 41 percent  
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 shooting and they've only reached the  
100-point total three times in the past 18  
games. 
 
Danny Granger, who said their offense  
"sucks right now," led the Pacers with 16  
points but had just two points in the  
second half. 
 
"We're really not playing well right now,"  
Mike Dunleavy said. "We just have no flow  
on offense right now. It can't be a whole lot  
of fun to watch us right now. We just have  
to get back to playing good basketball." 
 
Smith took his game to another level in the  
third quarter after Jeff Foster fouled him  
hard on an alley-oop attempt from  
Johnson. 
 
Smith had words for Foster and the officials  
when he got up because he thought it was  
a flagrant foul. Smith was given a technical. 
 
"It wasn't a flagrant," Foster said. "I went up  
to contest his shot and we just had body  
contact." 
 
Smith closed out the quarter with 11  
points, including a follow dunk and a 3- 
pointer. 
 
Smith's play helped the Hawks build their  
lead from five at halftime to as many as 20  
points late in the third quarter. 
 
"It's like they can beat you in so many  
different ways," Rush said. "They've got  
Josh, who can do so many things out there.  
Then you also have to worry about Joe,  
Horford and they bring Jamal (Crawford)  

 off the bench." 
 
(317) 444-6053. 
 
Call Star reporter Mike Wells at 
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