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Rockets end Hawks' home streak, win 112-106
By JONATHAN FEIGEN 
Copyright 2011 Houston Chronicle
Jan. 15, 2011, 9:48PM

• Game stats 

ATLANTA – For a second-consecutive night, Rick Adelman 
was stumped.

One night, he could not explain how the Rockets offense 
could have collapsed so completely. The next, he was as 
confounded to guess how the Rockets could go from that 
meltdown loss to an even more stunning win.

“You tell me,” Adelman said. “You explain this team.”

There did, however, seem to be a pattern emerging as the 
Rockets shocked the Atlanta Hawks, 112-106, ending the 
Hawks’ 10-game winning streak by rolling through the fourth 
quarter as masterfully as they had stumbled through it in the 
collapse the night before.

The Rockets might have shown an inability to win when 
victory seems certain, but they also have won this week when 
defeat has appeared as assured.

“It shows we can win games and we can beat some of the 
best teams in the league,” guard Kyle Lowry said. “We just 
have to be consistent. I don’t know what it is. Something 
clicks with us. When we’re making shots and we get rolling, 
we’re a good team when we can play with some confidence.”

After beginning the week with a severely-shorthanded win in 
Boston, the Rockets ended it by finishing stronger in their 
sixth game in nine days and second half of a back-to-back 
against a team that had not played since Wednesday and just 
once all week.

“The only thing about it is we have the last two years been 
very resilient,” Adelman said. “I told them after the game, ‘We 
have to stay with it because we have potential to keep 
winning games. But it’s got to be like this. We have to finish 
like we did tonight.’ Guys stepped up.”
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That was the only similarity with the win in Boston. As with 
that game, Aaron Brooks matched his season-high with 24 
points, adding a season-high 10 assists. Brooks scored half 
his points in the fourth quarter, stopping the Hawks’ run as the 
Rockets could not when they failed to protect similar, 
seemingly-safe leads in home losses to the Trail Blazers, 
Jazz and Hornets.

Also like the Boston win, the Rockets got a vital lift from 
Jordan Hill. Scoreless in the two games since Boston, Hill 
matched his career high with 16 points, making 8 of 12 shots, 
and grabbed eight rebounds.

“He’s got some skill in there,” Adelman said. “He has to be 
consistent enough and go to the strengths he has. I just liked 
how active he was. If he’s active, he’s going to get some 
separation and then he has a nice touch.”

More than anything, however, the Rockets finished every bit 
as well as they had poorly the night before when blowing a 16
-point lead in the final 13 minutes.

As if just beating the Hawks would not be enough, the 
Rockets challenged their own demons, too.

They had been rolling offensively, getting into the open court 
after defensive stops and moving the ball quickly to open 
shots. With an 11-0 run, they led by 13 with 5:21 left.

Joe Johnson, who had 30, stopped the run with a three-point 
play. The Hawks shifted into a zone and suddenly the 
Rockets’ essential tempo was gone. The Hawks scored the 
next seven points, with Johnson hitting a 3-pointer to reduce 
the lead to five with 2 ½ minutes still left.

But Brooks stopped the Atlanta run with a drive, giving the 
Rockets a nine-point lead with two minutes remaining. Mike 
Bibby missed a 3. Johnson turned the ball over when Luis 
Scola slapped it off Johnson’s leg. Johnson then missed on a 
drive and a 3.

Finally, with 30.9 seconds remaining, Brooks drilled a 3-
pointer to take the lead back to 10, ending any doubt late 
enough that this time, a double-digit lead was safe.

“We were really in need of a win,” said Scola, who score 20 
points on 10 of 16 shooting. “Yesterday, we couldn’t finish. 
Today we could.”

That, however, does not answer how a team can win when 
things look bleak and lose when they appear their best. It was 
the only answer the Rockets could not find on Saturday.

“I don’t know,” Shane Battier said. “I don’t know. I can’t explain it. We were really bad yesterday late in the 
fourth quarter and in overtime. Tonight, down nine; Luis gets his fourth foul; second night of a back-to-back; 
not a great atmosphere out there. You expect most NBA teams to lay down, take a loss and get back on the 
plane. I just don’t know.”

jonathan.feigen@chron.com 
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