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WHAT IT MEANS: While the talk of the night will be a fight between Shawne Williams and the 
Hawks' Marvin Williams, who were both ejected with less than a minute remaining, the real story of 
the game was the Knicks' 24-point deficit in the third quarter. Not even Wilson Chandler, who was out 
with a sore left calf and is listed as day-to-day, could've helped the 'Bockers bounce back on offense.  
 
Although the Knicks made a 14-2 run at the end of the third quarter, their poor reaction time on defense 
dictated the game. Hockey legend Wayne Gretzky once said, "I’m not the great Gretzky because I’m 
where the puck is. I’m the great Gretzky because I’m where the puck is going to be." That whole 
concept of anticipation was not apparent to the Knicks, as they reacted slowly to the Hawks' penetration 
from the get-go and were down by nine points at the end of the first quarter. That was the same 
difference in the final score, 111-102, as the Knicks got outrebounded 46 to 34 and allowed 50 points in 
the paint.  
 
"We came out soft and if we had played the second half like we did the first half, we could've won the 
game," Mike D'Antoni said. "We let teams score and then we fight harder. We have to take that to 
heart."  
 
TURNING POINT: You could almost say the Knicks' first shot of the game, a Danilo Gallinari three, 
was the turning point of the game. From that moment on, the Knicks went cold and finished the game 6 
of 22 beyond the arc. Worse, their outside shooting epitomized what they didn't do much of all game: 
draw fouls driving to the basket. Incredibly, up until 3:19 minutes to go in the final period, only Gallo 
and Amare Stoudemire had gotten to the charity stripe; then Raymond Felton connected on two.  
 
On the flip side, the Hawks attacked, attacked and attacked all game, led by former Knick Jamal 
Crawford, who provided a spark off the bench with nine points in the first quarter. By the finale, five 
Hawks had gotten to the line (vs. the Knicks' three) and they combined for 23 free throw attempts (vs. 
the Knicks' 14).  
 
DIFFERENCE-MAKER: It didn't come any easier for Landry Fields on the defensive end. One night 
after getting torched by Dwyane Wade for 35 points and a career-high 16 rebounds, Joe Johnson froze 
him with his crossover-then-jump shot patented move and pounded him in the post to finish with 34 
points, eight rebounds and seven assists. While Stoudemire and Felton had strong fourth quarters, their 
overall contributions to the game were lacking. STAT was weak on the glass (only three rebounds) and 
Ray had another tough shooting night (9 of 21).  
 
WHAT'S NEXT: The Pistons on Sunday night. They may be 17-28, but in their last nine games since 
benching veteran sharpshooter Richard Hamilton amid trade maneuvers, they've gone 5-4. Better yet, 
they convincingly beat two of the top teams in the league: the Mavericks (103-89) and Magic (103-96).  
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The Pistons' leading scorer may be only at 15.3 points per game (point guard Rodney Stuckey), but they 
have guys in their first unit (Tayshaun Prince has a season-high 31 points) and second (Charlie 
Villanueva has a season-high 30 points) who can go off at any time. Though New York knocked off 
Detroit in their first meeting on Nov. 28, 125-116, it can't be another drawn-out, double-overtime outing. 
The Knicks can't afford any more soreness going into their difficult matchup Wednesday night against 
the Mavs (29-15).  
 
You can follow Jared Zwerling on Twitter. 
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