
 

NBA bloodlines just a start for Wolverines trio 
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Ann Arbor -- Tim Hardaway Jr. sat at his locker with a frown, his thick eyebrows furrowed. It was after 
Michigan's first loss of the season, by three points to No. 9 Syracuse in Atlantic City just after Thanksgiving. 

For Hardaway, there was no family dinner, no pep talk and no solace in defeat. His father, former NBA star 
Tim Hardaway Sr., was in the crowd, watching his son play for the Wolverines for the first time. After three 
wins to start the season, the loss was hard to take; another defeat the next night to UTEP, his father's alma 
mater, was just as tough. 

It's just part of the growth for Hardaway Jr., a freshman guard from Miami. Because of his name, he's 
inextricably linked to his father, who was a five-time All-Star during his 14-year NBA career. 

But unlike his father, there's no ankle-buckling crossover dribble and no smooth step-back jump shot in the 
freshman's repertoire; instead, the 6-foot-5 Hardaway Jr., who is five inches taller than his dad, slashes 
through the lane, is one of the team's best defenders and is developing a more consistent 3-point stroke. 

Hardaway Jr., like two other Wolverines who are sons of former NBA players — Jon Horford and Jordan 
Dumars — is finding the transition to big-time college basketball isn't easy. They are just three of seven first-
year players vying for playing time and trying to resurrect Michigan's basketball program. 

As a senior at Palmetto High School in Miami, Hardaway Jr. averaged 32 points, seven rebounds and four 
assists. Few players can bridge their high school success into their freshman season, but Hardaway has 
parlayed his skill into a starting spot and is getting more comfortable in coach John Beilein's complex 
offense. 

Hardaway is averaging 11.2 points and 3.7 rebounds through 18 games and is riding the roller-coaster of 
adjusting to the college game. In his debut against South Carolina-Upstate, he had 19 points; last week 
against Penn State, he had just two. But he has scored in double figures in 11 games this season and was 
named Big Ten co-freshman of the week after scoring 20 against Bryant on Dec. 23. 

Naturally, people who watch Hardaway Jr. play make comparisons to his father, but their games are very 
different. Hardaway Sr. was a small point guard; his son is taller and still growing, and plays off the ball. 

"People can't compare me and him," Hardaway Sr. said. "It's different personalities, different atmospheres 
and different games. But I've seen he has the same drive and passion to get better that I had. He just has to 
go out and do it." 

They both realize that's not going to happen overnight, and that there are countless hours of work and 
practice that go into becoming a polished Division I player. 

"Once he starts rolling and playing the way we know he can, people will start saying, 'Tim Hardaway is his 
dad. He's doing a great job up at Michigan,'" Hardaway Sr. said. "He's doing it his own way and I'm happy to 
see it." 

January 17, 2011 http://detnews.com/article/20110117/SPORTS0201/101170338

Page 1 of 3www.detnews.com | Printer-friendly article page

1/18/2011http://detnews.com/article/20110117/SPORTS0201/101170338&template=printart



Hardaway Jr. says he hasn't felt the pressure of trying to live up to the Hardaway name. And it probably 
helps that their lives don't revolve around basketball only; they also have a strong relationship. 

"We just talk like father and son and how the day's going and how school was and getting a win the next 
game," Hardaway Jr. said. 

Hardaway Sr. says he tries to keep tabs on his son's development and watches the games with keen 
interest. 

"I look at and critique all of Tim's games and he does a great job of playing within the system," Hardaway Sr. 
said. "He can do everything. He's a slasher and he can create his own jump shot. He just needs to be 
aggressive and get his teammates to do the same." 

Horford tough 

Horford's father, Tito, played three seasons in the NBA and his brother Al won two national championships 
with Florida and currently plays for the Atlanta Hawks. 

Jon, a 6-foot-9 freshman forward, fits the family mold of big men. Jon has worked diligently on his skills and 
has become a consistent contributor off the bench. In 16 games, he is averaging 2.9 points and 2.9 
rebounds. But the stat sheet doesn't tell the complete story of his contributions. 

"It feels good to contribute a little bit, no matter what it is. I'm glad to do what I can do," Horford said. 

Unlike Hardaway, he said he doesn't get much feedback from his brother and father on how to improve his 
game. 

"They keep up with my games, but they never tell me specifically what to do because it's just the basics that 
I grew up on — get rebounds, run the floor and try hard," said Horford, who had a season-best nine points 
and nine rebounds against North Carolina Central. 

Horford understands that Michigan's team is young and that growing takes time. 

"There's definitely a lot more growth and maturity we're trying to get through now," he said. "Time (will tell) 
what we might be able to do as a team. We'll get better." 

Although Beilein's offense was difficult to learn in the beginning, Horford thinks he's finally getting the hang 
of it. 

"It's pretty tough in the beginning, but it's definitely much easier as it goes on," he said. "Everyone as a team 
is much better with it." 

Not a bad boy 

Dumars, the son of six-time NBA All-Star and Pistons president Joe Dumars, transferred from South Florida 
midway through last season and didn't become eligible until Dec. 28. Coming off knee surgery before the 
season, the sophomore hasn't played and could pursue a medical redshirt from the NCAA, which would give 
him three years of eligibility remaining if it is granted. 

"He has come back, but not at 100 percent — about 70 percent," Joe said. "We talked about it and we don't 
want to waste 70 percent (health) on a few games, so we might try to medical redshirt this year." 

For Jordan, a 6-5 shooting guard, the struggle isn't as much about adjusting to a new school and a new 
coach. It's about getting healthy enough to get on the court during practice and play consistently. 
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"It's disappointing, especially after his transfer," Joe said. "But it's an opportunity for him to grow and mature. 
Patience is a bad word for young people, but it's an opportunity to learn what patience is all about." 

Jordan, who averaged 10.2 points as a senior at Detroit Country Day, played in just six games at South 
Florida before deciding he wanted to come home. 

"Going down to Florida, as an 18-year-old kid, I wasn't thinking about a lot of things," he said. "When you 
think about going to Florida, you think about the vacation lifestyle. I didn't think about living away from my 
mom and dad, so I love being back here." 

Almost immediately, Dumars knew he had something in common with some of U-M's incoming freshmen. 

"When I transferred here, I looked at the roster and the incoming class and saw Tim Hardaway Jr. and said, 
'Oh, here we go.'"The NBA lifestyle is nothing new to Dumars, who has been a fixture around the Pistons 
since he was much younger. 

"When I was in eighth or ninth grade and I got really serious about basketball, my dad showed me old tapes 
of him," he said. "They were playing against Tim when he was at Golden State. My dad might have scored 
40-something and Tim had 40-something." 

Not campus celebrities 

Because of their names — and height — they're readily identifiable as basketball players, but they haven't 
quite reached celebrity status. People sometimes recognize them on U-M's campus, but for the most part, 
it's been low-key. 

"That has not happened very often," Horford said about being recognized by fellow students. 

But there have been a few humorous moments. 

"There was a kid who followed me and wanted an autograph," Hardaway said. 

The three sons of NBA players don't share any special bond on Michigan's team. 

"We don't talk about it at all," Hardaway said. "We don't even worry about it. We have people or the 
newspapers that remind us about it, but other than that, we really don't focus on it." 
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