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By John Peck, The Huntsville Times  

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. _ Legendary NFL football coach Vince Lombardi had this to say about character:

"The measure of who we are is what we do with what we have."

Pro athletes make their fame by what they do on the field or in the arena. But their off-field activities can be 

the best measure of their greatness.

NBA star Joe Johnson is the latest in a string of professional athletes who have opened their hearts - and 

their wallets - to help needy people in the Huntsville-area.

Johnson, a star shooting guard for the Atlanta Hawks, hosted nearly 50-children from the Triana and Harvest 

area last week for an all-expense trip to see the Hawks play in Atlanta. The trip was replete with VIP seating, 

luxury accommodations and motor coach, and lots of off-court mingling with the star himself.

Johnson's mother lives in Arkansas but has a second home in Huntsville where Joe Johnson often visits.

The children were selected from the Triana Boys & Girls Club and the Harvest Youth Club.

It's the second straight year the Johnson Foundation has sponsored such a trip. The outreach would not 

have been known publicly had Triana Mayor Mary Caudle not called attention to it.

The Huntsville area is blessed to have many giving pro athletes, active and retired.

Former Pittsburgh Steelers great John Stallworth, who got his start at Alabama A&M and founded a 

successful research firm after retiring from football, has been holding charity golf tournaments here for 

years.

Retired Seattle Seahawks offensive tackle Walter Jones annually holds a youth camp on the football field at 

his property near Sparkman High School, and his Walter Jones Foundation has been involved in numerous 

charity events here and in Seattle. 
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The Jones' Foundation this year not only supplied Christmas gifts for a family whose home burned just 

before Thanksgiving but he gave substantial gift cards from Walmart and Kroger to help the family get back 

on its feet.

Amobi Okoye, a pro Hall of Fame defensive lineman for the Houston Texans, started a foundation that puts 

on youth camps in Huntsville, Louisville and Houston; sponsors mission trips to Nigeria., and help feed the 

homeless. Okoye graduated from Lee High School at age 15, starred at the University of Louisville and 

became the youngest person drafted into the NFL at age 19.

Huntsville's Downtown Rescue Mission has drawn the support of retired NFL great John Hannah, who makes 

his home in the North Alabama area. Hannah played for the University of Alabama and had a stellar career 

for the New England Patriots.

Of course, there are plenty of generous people in our community whose livelihood centers on business, 

government, the arts, education, military and other non-athletic endeavors.

It's just nice to know many athletes think "outside the huddle" when deciding how to help their fellow man.

By John Peck for the editorial board. E-mail: john.peck@htimes.com
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