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Hawks' Teague staying on bench

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

4:13 p.m. Sunday, January 23, 2011 

Guard Jeff Teague has stayed on the bench for seven of the Hawks' 45 games. Three of them have 

been in the past four games, including Saturday night's. In each, he was the only Hawks player coach 

Larry Drew kept on the bench.

With Saturday night's game in hand, Drew put in rookie Jordan Crawford for the final 66 seconds while 

keeping Teague on the bench.

"Jeff has to continue to try to get better when he gets opportunities, when he's by himself [and] when we 

practice," Jamal Crawford said. "He has a bright future. His time will come."

After Saturday night's game, Teague said he and Drew hadn't talked "in awhile" and wasn't sure what 

was limiting his minutes.

"If you get in there, you'd better do what you can do," Teague said. "If he doesn't put me in, I'll cheer for 

my teammates and hopefully they'll do well."

Johnson's knee OK

Joe Johnson was looking forward to a short break after banging his knee on the floor in Charlotte. 

Johnson went to the basket, collided in mid-air with Gerald Wallace and fell to the floor. Johnson left the 

game in the second quarter but returned after halftime. He was wearing a leg-length compression sleeve 

after the game.

"I didn't feel like it was anything major, but it did sting a little bit," Johnson said.

Staying busy

Forward Damien Wilkins played three different positions Saturday -- both guard spots and small 

forward. Wilkins, trying to stay on with the team after his second 10-day contract ends Jan. 28, was glad 

for the opportunity but not surprised.

"Coach (Drew) told me a couple days ago that he was going to start doing that, just moving me around 

the floor to take advantage of some matchups and make teams adjust to us," he said.

Historic reversal
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One night after losing by 41 points to New Orleans, the Hawks made history on Saturday night in 

Charlotte. By beating the Bobcats 103-87, the Hawks became just the second team in NBA history to 

lose by 40 or more points at home and then follow it with a double-digit road win. The first was the 1996-

97 Vancouver Grizzlies.

"When you lose a game like that, the next game usually takes a few days and it weighs on your mind, but 

to have the opportunity to play the next night I think worked in our favor," Jamal Crawford said.

Etc.

The Hawks went into Sunday's games leading the NBA in 3-point percentage at 32.1 percent. It's the 

team's best season rate since the 1998-99 Hawks allowed teams to hit 30.0 percent. … After Saturday's 

game, the Hawks have played 14 of their 23 back-to-back sets. They've won the second night 11 of the 

14 games, including the past eight. … After flopping in them last season, the Hawks are 4-0 in their red 

uniforms this season.

Page 2 of 2Hawks' Teague staying on bench  | ajc.com

1/23/2011http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-teague-staying-on-813390.html?printArti...


