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Hawks Notes: Thinking of the Heat

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:20 p.m. Monday, January 17, 2011 

Following Monday's game, the Hawks turned their attention to their second game of the season with 

Miami. Some might have even done so during the Kings game.

"Maybe a little bit," guard Joe Johnson said.

The Hawks face a Heat team that could be hobbling. Guard Dwyane Wade (knee) and forwards LeBron 

James (ankle) and Chris Bosh (ankle) all sat out of the team's Monday practice.

"I'm sure they'll play," forward Al Horford said.

The Hawks are 0-3 this season against Miami and Boston, which are both ahead of them in the Eastern 

Conference. The Hawks are 2-1 against Orlando, which is in a virtual tie with the Hawks and they've yet 

to play Chicago, which leads the Hawks by 1 ½ games.

"I'd be lying if I said it was just a regular game and that it's really nothing," Johnson said. "This game 

means a lot. We're trying to measure ourselves and see where we are in the East."

Wilkins to be re-upped

The Hawks will re-sign guard/forward Damien Wilkins to a second 10-day contract, coach Larry Drew 

said after the game. Wilkins, the nephew of Hawks legend Dominique Wilkins, was originally signed 

Dec. 3 to fill in for Johnson during his recovery from elbow surgery. Wilkins was then waived Jan. 5 in 

advance of the Jan. 10 deadline at which point his contract would have been guaranteed for the 

remainder of the season if he were on the roster.

Wilkins has provided defensive energy and is now playing minutes in the absence of forward Marvin 

Williams, who is out with a back injury. After the second 10-day contract, the Hawks will either have to re

-sign Wilkins for the rest of the season or release him. Drew said the team hasn't made that decision yet.

On the bench

Williams did not play for the ninth consecutive game with a back contusion, though he did give a short 

pre-game welcoming speech at mid-court in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Williams is considered 

day-to-day. Guard Jeff Teague did not enter the game.

Etc.
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Several members of the King family attended the game, including King's daughter Bernice King and 

sister Christine King Farris. Farris Watkins, King's great niece, sang the national anthem. … Falcons 

tight end Tony Gonzalez was also in attendance.
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