
 

Print this page Close 

Hawks' streak stopped in Milwaukee

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

12:22 a.m. Thursday, January 27, 2011 

MILWAUKEE – The Hawks had their full complement of players for the first time in a month. They did 

not, however, have a complete effort, which led to a lamentable defeat to the Milwaukee Bucks 

Wednesday night at the Bradley Center.

The Bucks stopped the Hawks' road winning streak at six by a 98-90 count, one win shy of the Atlanta 

Hawks record. They swamped the Hawks with a 34-point fourth quarter to overcome an 11-point deficit 

after three quarters.

The Hawks, who returned forwards Al Horford and Marvin Williams to the lineup after injuries, had won 

eight of their last 10 games and came into the game on three days' rest.

"I just thought it was a total collapse of what we had been doing so well in the first three quarters," coach 

Larry Drew said. "We did not respond in the right way, which we had been doing for the most part of our 

success on the road."

The Hawks had their opportunity to put the game away. They led 75-64 after three quarters, but allowed 

Milwaukee to shake loose offensively. The Bucks had shot 38.1 percent through the first three quarters, 

but took control with a 14-3 run to open the fourth quarter. Working the ball patiently, they hit open shots 

as the Hawks answered with hurried jump shots.

After a longer-than-normal post-game talk in the locker room, Drew spoke of the importance of learning 

the lessons from this game.

"I guess when it gets to a point where it hurts you and really bothers you, then you do something about 

it," forward Al Horford said. "I don't know that we're there as a team yet."

With all the starters and key reserves back, guard Joe Johnson said it seemed the flow of the offense 

was off.

"We had a lead," Johnson said. "After that, I don't know what happened."

In the fourth quarter, the Bucks opened the lead at 86-78 on a 3-pointer by 10-day-contract player Garrett 

Temple with 4:13 to play, and then withstood the Hawks' final charge.
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Guard Earl Boykins riddled the Hawks for 20 points, 11 of them in the fourth quarter. Milwaukee made 

five of seven 3-pointers in the final quarter. The Hawks, meanwhile, made five of 22 shots in the fourth 

quarter.

Said Drew of the 5-foot-5 Boykins, "We did not do a good job of keeping him out of the paint."

In the Bucks, the Hawks (29-17)  faced a team trampled by injuries. While four Hawks starters and sixth 

man Jamal Crawford have all missed games with injuries, they've been indestructible compared to 

Milwaukee (17-26). Coming into the game, Bucks players had missed a combined 158 games to injury or 

illness. The Hawks' total was 59, 18 of which were missed by rookie Pape Sy, now in the NBA 

Developmental League.

Milwaukee was without guard Brandon Jennings and forward John Salmons, two players who gave the 

Hawks problems in their first-round playoff series last season.

Drew's major points of emphasis defensively were to contain Bucks center Andrew Bogut, limit baskets in 

transition and defend the 3-point line. They managed the first two – Bogut had eight points and the Bucks 

only had nine fast-break points.

However, they made 10 of 20 3-pointers while the Hawks made seven of 19.

Hawks forward Josh Smith, who played a solid game defensively, shot 6 of 20 from the field, including 

one of six in the final quarter with three misses from 3-point range. The Hawks shot 41.8 percent from the 

field for the game. The three players who took the most shots – Smith, Johnson and Crawford – were a 

combined 16 of 44. Horford and guard Mike Bibby took 16 shots and made 11.

"It was not a good display of shot selection, which we've talked about over and over," Drew said.
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