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Hawks rally does in Kings

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:53 p.m. Monday, January 17, 2011 

One strong quarter and a steady dose of Joe Johnson did the job Monday.

The Hawks may not want to rely on that formula Tuesday, however.

On the front side of a back-to-back that will finish with Miami, the Hawks staved off what would have 

been a second consecutive embarrassing home loss by thwarting the Sacramento Kings 100-98 Monday 

afternoon. The Hawks stormed the Kings in the fourth quarter to steal one after trailing by nine points 

going into the final period. Johnson scored a season-high 36 points despite going to the free-throw line 

only three times.

"This could have been a really bad loss going into Miami," coach Larry Drew said. "That's just not a good 

feeling."

After allowing Houston to shoot 54.0 percent in a loss at Philips Arena Saturday that broke a 10-game 

home winning streak, the Hawks looked like they were giving an encore Monday. Against a Kings team 

that was playing its sixth road game in nine days and owned the sixth-worst shooting percentage in the 

NBA, the Hawks (27-15) played with indifference and permitted their guests to rack up 62 points in the 

first half.

Sacramento (9-30) went at the basket without getting challenged. The Kings had 11 first-half offensive 

rebounds and scored 40 points in the paint, compared to three and 24 for the Hawks.

Drew tore into players at halftime, calling them soft and labeling their performance embarrassing. With 

the rebuke ringing in their ears, the Hawks went out and continued to let Sacramento attack the basket.

"The first three quarters, our defense was pretty much non-existent," Johnson said.

Only Sacramento's similarly ineffective defense and Johnson's hot shooting prevented a runaway. 

Johnson, who is finding his form after a two-week absence in December for elbow surgery, gobbled up 

14 points in the second quarter alone.

In the fourth, the defensive urgency was noticeable. Players fought through picks and contested shots. 

Predictable results ensued.

The Hawks went on a 13-0 run midway through the fourth quarter to flip the score from 86-80 in 

Sacramento's favor to 93-86. Johnson scored six points in the stretch and then delivered in the closing 
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minute, first spinning in a Jordan-esque reverse layup with 23.0 seconds left to go up 98-96, then hitting 

a pair of free throws with .6 seconds remaining for the final margin.

"He's starting to get into a rhythm," Drew said of his four-time All-Star. "He was Joe [Monday]."

In the Hawks' seven games in 2011, Johnson is shooting 52.4 percent and averaging 28.9 points per 

game.

"We can't come out every night and expect Joe or even hope that Joe can bail us out when we're not 

playing well," Drew said. "I don't want to be that kind of team."

Forward Al Horford delivered 23 points on 10-of-16 shooting in 46 minutes. He also had nine rebounds, 

six assists and a career-high seven blocked shots.
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