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Hawks slow Griffin after early highlights

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:33 p.m. Sunday, January 2, 2011 

LOS ANGELES -- Clippers rookie Blake Griffin added to his growing list of highlight clips Sunday with a 

couple powerful dunks early against the Hawks.

The Hawks mostly shut down Griffin's show from there. After scoring 13 points and making 6 of 8 field 

goal attempts in the first quarter, Griffin managed 18 points and missed 9 of 14 shots over the final three 

quarters of Atlanta's 107-98 victory.

"I thought we did a good job battling him," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "When you play a guy like that, 

you need to be prepared to play a physical game because that's what he's going to bring."

Atlanta's Al Horford, Josh Smith, Jason Collins and Josh Powell all spent time trying to keep Griffin away 

from the rim, where his strength and athleticism make him difficult to stop.

Griffin is averaging 21.7 points and 12.5 rebounds for the season. The Clippers drafted him with the No. 

1 overall pick in the 2009 draft, but he missed last season due to a knee injury suffered during the 

preseason.

"He's an animal," Smith said. "I think they put some machinery in his knee when he had the surgery. He's 

a young talent. He had a couple highlight dunks in the fist half, then we started helping out on him. It has 

to be a team effort against a guy like that."

Getting tired?

After a strong start to the season, Hawks guard Mike Bibby lately is showing signs of laboring. Drew had 

a chat on the subject with his 32-year old point guard.

“We are about 35 games into the season, and it’s normal to be worn down at this time,” Drew said. “I told 

him to keep me abreast [and] if he’s starting to experience some wear and tear and fatigue, just to alert 

me.”

Getting better

For the first time in a while Horford sounded positive about his bruised right hand.

“It’s pretty much good now,” Horford said. “I’ve been lucky. As soon as it gets better, then I get hit.”
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He suffered the injury on Dec. 11 vs. Indiana and has aggravated it a few times since then. It didn't 

appear swollen on Sunday.

No twins this time

Twin brothers Jason and Jarron Collins didn't get to play against each other for the 12th time in their 

careers. Jason started at center for the Hawks but Jarron didn't play for the Clippers. They last took the 

court together on March 1, 2008.
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