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Back injury to keep Marvin Williams out at least four 
games

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:42 p.m. Friday, December 31, 2010 

OKLAHOMA CITY -- Hawks forward Marvin Williams will miss at least four games after suffering a lower 

back injury.

Williams fell hard to the floor during the Hawks' victory against Golden State on Wednesday and 

sustained what the team said is a bruise. Hawks coach Larry Drew said an MRI on Thursday showed no 

further damage.

With Williams out, Drew shifted Josh Smith to small forward to start against the Thunder on Friday. 

Jason Collins started at center and Al Horford moved to power forward.

Williams will be evaluated when the Hawks return from their four-game road trip Jan. 6. He sat out four 

games with a bone bruise in a knee earlier this season.

Once he sits out the four games, the Hawks’ total games missed because of injuries will be 50 after 38 

games. Hawks players sat out 25 games with injuries all of last season.

Johnson still ailing

The original timetable announced for guard Joe Johnson's return from Dec. 2 elbow surgery was four to 

six weeks. Instead Johnson was back in the lineup 15 days later, but he said he's still not feeling normal.

He estimated the elbow is at about 90 percent.

"When you shoot the ball you’ve got to pop your elbow, and I can’t quite do that,” Johnson said. “When 

I’m on the court, I don’t really think about it. As long as we win, that’s all that matters.”

After making a jump shot for his first basket against the Thunder, Johnson missed his next three 

attempts. All were the kind of spot-up, rhythm jump shots that he normally makes at a high percentage, 

but he has struggled with them before and after the surgery.

Party time?
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The Hawks were scheduled to fly to Los Angeles after the game Friday to continue their trip. Players had 

plans to celebrate the New Year when they arrived on the West Coast, and Drew said he was concerned 

about an unfocused effort.

"I'm always worried about that," Drew said before the game. "But I am going to pose a challenge to them 

tonight. This is the last game of 2010, and there is business at hand that needs to be taken care of 

before we think about any kind of a party."
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