
Atlanta Hawks (http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks) 

Atlanta Hawks: Hawks 110, Jazz 87
1:05 am January 6, 2011, by Michael Cunningham

Smoove and the Hawks eventually forced Jazz fans to throw in the towel. (Steve Griffin / The Salt Lake 

Tribune)

Salt Lake City–Wow.

The Hawks finished their West trip in style by waylaying the Jazz. It was surreal to see the fans in one of 
the league’s toughest building start leaving midway through the fourth quarter.

•

“As I told the guys before the game started, ‘Let’s turn a good road trip into a great road trip,’” L.D. said. 
“That was kind of our theme going into this game, and they did it. Just a great, great win.”

•

The Hawks have won five of six games. Joe and Jamal are getting healthier. Their defense looks better. 
They play four of their next five at home. They’ve survived a grueling schedule despite injuries to sit a 
half game behind Orlando for fourth place in the East.

•

Could the Hawks finally be ready to get on an extended roll? “Why not?” Jamal said. “Other teams have 
had their chances to get on a run. I think it’s our time now. It’s a game tonight that a lot of people 
wouldn’t have bet on us. It was a gut check. It was a pretty convincing win against a great team.”

•

There’s no question about that. The Hawks were sharper, faster, tougher and better than the Jazz from 
start to finish.

•

“From start to finish I thought it was one of the most complete games where we controlled it from start to 
finish on both ends of the floor,” Drew said. “Defensively, I thought we did a great job. And then we 
actually got our and ran, made the extra pass.”

•

The Jazz could do nothing to stop the Hawks on the perimeter. If they appeared slow to react, it might 
have been because Atlanta passed the ball so crisply. And when they did manage to close out, the 
Hawks frequently made plays off the bounce.

•
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“They pass the ball well,” Jerry Sloan said. “They got it to who was supposed to have the ball almost 
every possession. We didn’t seem to be able to do anything with it.”

•

It was shocking to see the Jazz unable to run their normally-silky offensive sets because the Hawks beat 
them to the punch. Deron Williams, among the league’s best point guards, was made to look ordinary 
by J.J. and Atlanta’s swarming help defense.

•

“I think we did a number on Deron,” Smoove said. “We did a good job with team defense.”•
“We tried to take away a lot of the easy touches,” L.D. said. “The system that they run, they are so good 
at it. They put you in a position of switching and if you are not careful you can get back cut. I thought we 
did a good job of defending that. I think we forced them into more one-on-one situations than what they 
are accustomed to and then we defended it.”

•

J.J. was great at both ends. This was the first game in a while I can remember him so smoothly meshing 
his deliberate, one-on-one game into the rhythm of the offense. He picked his spots, let his teammates 
set him up and is starting to make more open jump shots.

•

“You can see he’s starting to find rhythm in his game and what we do,” Drew said. “He is incorporating 
his game in the movement that we’ve put in.”

•

The same can be said of Jamal, who scored at least 20 points for four straight games for the first time 
since he joined the Hawks. All of those efforts were efficient.

•

When Joe and Jamal are going like this while getting other involved, the Hawks are very difficult to 
defend.

•

“I think we are definitely getting healthier as a team,” Joe said. “We are starting to figure things out about 
how L.D. wants things to be run offensively and defensively. Most importantly, we are going out there 
and having fun.”

•

“I think it just took time,” Jamal said. “We just had to figure out how we were going about things. I think 
now we are doing a good job picking our spots. But we still have such an interior presence with Josh, Al 
and Zaza and all those guys in there.”

•

Al was making the shots that Jamal, Joe and Bibby (eight assists) created.•
That’s where the Jazz could have used Paul Milsap, who was out with a hip injury. Al Jefferson was 
flummoxed all night by Atlanta’s bigs.

•

“We wanted to match their physicality,” Smoove said. “I think we did a good job at really pressuring them 
and stopping them from swinging the basketball easily. We got in the passing lanes and did a nice job of 
limiting them to one shot and rebounding and getting the ball out.”

•

The Hawks made 14 of 25 3-point attempts. That’s a lot of long balls to put up but they were quality 
looks: all but two of them were assisted, and one of those was Jamal’s 47-foot bank shot at the buzzer.

•

“We had great ball movement and we had some great looks,” L.D. said. “In most cases we won’t be 
taking that many threes. Joe got into a rhythm. Jamal got into a bit of a rhythm. They were within the 
flow of what we were doing.”

•

The Jazz tried to make a game of it in the third quarter but couldn’t get stops. The Hawks had 10 assists 
on 11 field goals and made 6 of 8 3-point attempts in the period.

•

The Jazz were a step behind trying to defend the three, probably because the Hawks gave them so 
many other things to worry about, too.

•

“A lot of that had to do with the way we tried to guard them in the post,” Sloan said. “They threw the ball 
out of the post a number of times for guys to be able to take shots. That’s one thing; the other is 
whenever they were looking for three-point shots we had trouble getting to them.”

•

Smoove was the early catalyst for the Hawks. He was all over the court as they raced out to a 20-6 lead. 
During that stretch he assisted on two of J.J.’s 3-pointers, plays that suggested they are rediscovering 
their chemistry. Josh also got an and-1 on the break, a steal and two rebounds during that opening 
burst.

•

The starters handed the reserves a big lead in the second quarter. It wasn’t always pretty, but they 
pretty much maintained. Mo made open shots, helped with the team defense and even looked pretty 
good on the break.

•

The Hawks returned to Atlanta to face the Pacers on Saturday. “Three big wins and coming off a great 
win like [against] the Jazz, it can definitely fuel you to a domino effect for us to string some wins here 
together,” J.J. said. “The East is tough, man, so we have got to get on a roll.”

•

MC
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