
Atlanta Hawks (http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks) 

Atlanta Hawks at Clippers: L.D. tells J.J. to keep shooting
3:28 pm January 2, 2011, by Michael Cunningham

Los Angeles– With J.J. struggling to make shots, L.D. is doing probably the only thing he 

realistically can do under the circumstances.

(By “circumstances” I mean his lead dog, the $124 million man, is the one who’s clanking shots 

and so Drew’s options are limited within the franchise/team/star dynamic.)

“I told him to keep doing what he’s been doing,” L.D. said. “Keep looking for his shot. Keep taking 

his shot. I don’t want any hesitation.”

I’m still thinking J.J.’s issues are all about the elbow. I think this because J.J., in a rare revealing 

moment about the injury, said it’s still affecting his shot.

“Only he knows,” Drew said. “If that’s the case then it will be just a matter of time before that thing 

is to where he is not feeling any type of discomfort where it’s 100 percent and hopefully his stroke 

will come back to what we are accustomed to.”

J.J. doesn’t have a great history with managing his own injuries. He basically doesn’t tell anyone 

the extent of them until they are too bad to ignore. Considering that, it might have been a good 

idea for someone to tell J.J. to take a couple weeks longer to return after the surgery. J.J.’s 

toughness is not in question but his wisdom with such matters is questionable.

Too late for that now, though, so the Hawks have to hope J.J. can work things out soon (and also 

that opponents will continue to devote so much attention to a guy who’s not shooting well).

“He’s getting great looks,” L.D. said. “I will take my chances every single night with him. If I can 

continue to get him the shots I got him against Oklahoma City, I will take my chances with that 

because he had some really good looks. They just didn’t go down.”

That boy good

Clippers bash machine Blake Griffin is just a rookie but there’s no use pretending he’s not 

special.

“We can’t come out giving him too much respect and allow him to dominate the inside,” L.D. said. 

“We have to play with a physicality. He has clearly shown at that position he is probably the most 

powerful player in our league right now. With that being said, we have got to come out and we’ve 

got to compete and battle him.
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“It’s not going to be just one guy. It’s got to be a total team effort at defending him because he’s 

good. He’s real good. The one thing I do not want to see is us bowing down to him at all. I want 

us to compete and play hard and play with a physicality and bang right along with him.”

Getting tired

Bibby is showing signs of laboring, so L.D. had a chat with him.

“We are about 35 games into the season, and it’s normal to be worn down at this time,” Drew 

said. “I’ve just got to keep a close eye on that. I told him to keep me abreast [and] if he’s starting 

to experience some wear and tear and fatigue, just to alert me and I will keep an eye on it.”

Getting better

For the first time in a while Al sounds positive about his bruised right hand. It doesn’t look swollen 

today.

“It’s pretty much good now,” Al said. “I’ve been lucky. As soon as it gets better, then I get hit.”

Quick links

I’m assuming Donald Sterling won’t be heckling the Clippers today (second item). . .

It could be Twin vs. his twin at the Staples Center.
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