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Hawks set record low for points in loss to Hornets

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:02 p.m. Friday, January 21, 2011 

Just three days after going on the road to earn one of their best victories of the season, the Hawks 

returned to Philips Arena and suffered a historically ugly defeat.

New Orleans hammered the Hawks for a 100-59 victory that emphatically ended the positive vibes the 

Hawks had generated by winning at Eastern Conference-contender Miami on Tuesday. It was the Hawks' 

largest margin of defeat at home since they lost 118-74 to Phoenix on March 30, 2000.

The Hawks scored the fewest points in a game since the franchise moved to Atlanta in 1968. They 

avoided the franchise scoring low of 57 points when Jordan Crawford made a 3-pointer with 32 seconds 

left.

The Hawks were tough and determined against the Heat, but had no zip against New Orleans. As the 

Hawks walked off the floor, their fans booed them for the awful effort.

The Hornets aren't the Heat, but they had won six in a row and defeated the Hawks 93-86 on Dec. 26 in 

New Orleans. The Hornets had to rally in the second half to win that game, but buried the Hawks from 

the start this time.

With starting center and offensive catalyst Al Horford (ankle) out, the Hawks needed offense from other 

sources and strong play from their bench players. They got neither.

The Hawks were 14-of-41 from the field in the first half, including 2-of-12 on 3-pointers. Jamal Crawford 

(4-of-9 shooting) and Josh Smith (5-of-9) were scoring, but their teammates were a combined 5-of-23 

from the field.

Joe Johnson missed his first five shots. Mike Bibby started 0-for-6. Reserves Zaza Pachulia, Jeff Teague 

and Josh Powell were 0-for-4 combined.

The Hawks struggled to score early at Miami, too, but never stopped playing energetic defense. Against 

New Orleans the missed shots seem to sap their will while New Orleans overcame its slow start to score 

30 points in the second quarter for a 49-34 halftime lead.

It didn't get any better for the Hawks in the second half. The Hornets opened with a 10-0 run as Jason 

Collins, Horford's replacement in the lineup, was ejected for a flagrant foul against David West.
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