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Tough Hawks beat Heat in overtime

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:55 p.m. Tuesday, January 18, 2011 

MIAMI -- For long stretches of the game Tuesday night, the Hawks couldn't make a shot or get a call 

against the Heat.

Despite all that, the Hawks managed to lead Miami at the start the fourth quarter. By then it was clear the 

Hawks were going to have to grind if they wanted to earn a rare signature victory.

In a performance that reversed what coach Larry Drew had termed their "soft" play of late, the Hawks did 

it. The Heat engaged the Hawks in a physical, tough game, and the Hawks pushed back to earn a 93-89 

overtime victory.

It was the Hawks' fourth victory in 10 road games against opponents with winning records. The Hawks 

had faltered late while losing 89-77 here Dec. 4, but made winning plays in the clutch this time.

Hawks guard Joe Johnson's driving score near the end of regulation forced overtime. In overtime, Josh 

Smith's basket and defense on a LeBron James 3-point try and two free throws by Johnson sealed the 

victory.

Mo Evans scored the Hawks' first five points of overtime to give them an 82-79 lead. James, who 

returned after missing two games with an ankle injury, tied the score on a 3-pointer, but Jamal Crawford 

scored on a drive.

James stole it from Crawford, leading to Eddie House's layup to tie the score again. From there the 

teams went back and forth in a barrage of baskets.

Crawford made a 3-pointer, and then James scored a layup. Johnson scored again for an 89-86 Atlanta 

lead, and James tied it with a 3-pointer. Smith scored to make it 91-89 with 34.7 seconds to go.

On Miami's next possession, the Hawks forced a rushed 3-point try by James. Smith ran out to challenge 

it, James missed and Crawford rebounded.

The Heat fouled Johnson with 5.2 seconds to play, and he made both free throws. That capped a 

frenzied end to what had been a rough-and-tumble contest.

The Hawks led 58-55 to begin the fourth quarter. After Dwyane Wade scored on a drive to give Miami a 

61-60 lead, Crawford made one of two free-throw attempts.
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Those were the Hawks' first free-throw attempts since the first quarter. They finished with 14 attempts, 

making 10, while the Heat were 26-of-29.

James scored on a drive, then made two free throws for a 65-61 lead. Crawford answered with a 3-

pointer to get the Hawks within 65-64.

On its next trip down the floor, Miami missed three consecutive shots, but rebounded them all. The Heat 

called timeout to regroup, and then Mario Chalmers made a 3-pointer on a pass from Wade.

Crawford got a clean look on a a 3-point try, but missed. The Heat rebounded and after the Hawks 

fumbled a rebound out of bounds, Wade scored on a drive to make the score 70-64.

But unlike in the first meeting between the teams, the Hawks wouldn't fade.

Smith quieted the crowd with a ferocious fast-break dunk over Joel Anthony. He was fouled on the play 

and made the free throw to cut the lead to 70-67 with about three minutes to go.

After Wade scored, Mike Bibby made a 3-pointer to pull Atlanta within 72-70, and Evans made two free 

throws to tie the score at 72-72 with 2:01 to play. Smith's two free throws gave the Hawks a 74-72 lead 

and, after James missed a 3-point attempt, Bibby made one of two free throws.

Wade lost the ball out of bounds on Miami's next possession. The Hawks had a prime opportunity when 

Evans got the ball behind the 3-point line on the right wing and gathered himself with no defenders near.

But Evans missed the shot and then fouled James far away from the basket. James made both free 

throws to make the score 75-74 and then put the Hawks away with a key steal and score.

James collected Johnson's errant pass and stormed back down the court. He didn't stop until he got to 

the rim, scored and was fouled by Bibby.

James made the free throw to give Miami a 77-75 lead with 25.4 seconds to play. That's when Johnson 

scored on a knifing move to the basket, and the Hawks survived a missed 3-pointer from James at the 

regulation buzzer.
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