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Hawks look to halt defensive slippage

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:30 p.m. Sunday, January 16, 2011 

Just when Hawks coach Larry Drew thought his team had embraced the importance of defense there 

have been signs of slippage lately.

It reached a low point for the Hawks on Saturday night when they offered little resistance during a 112-

106 loss to Houston. Only Phoenix, which beat Atlanta 118-114 on Nov. 7, has scored more points 

against the Hawks this season.

“They do have some scorers,” Hawks center Al Horford said of the Rockets, “but I think the biggest thing 

was we were not fully committed on the defensive end like we’ve been playing lately. That was a little 

discouraging but we have to regroup and get ready for [Sacramento] Monday.”

Houston made 47 of 87 shots (54 percent) while scoring every which way. The Rockets had 20 fastbreak 

points and 56 points in the paint. Big men Luis Scola, Chuck Hayes and Jordan Hill hurt them inside, 

and guards Kyle Lowry and Aaron Brooks controlled the second half.

It was Atlanta's second-worst defensive performance of the season in terms of efficiency: Houston 

scored its 112 points on 96 offensive possessions, according to Hoopdata.com. The Hawks weren't much 

better defensively at Toronto on Wednesday night until they got key stops in the fourth quarter to pull out 

a 104-101 victory.

"I think our mindset has really been to try to outscore a lot of these teams, which that's not us," Drew 

said. "I will keep harping on them that we have to come out with the mindset that we are going to defend 

people."

Williams improving

Hawks forward Marvin Williams (back) on Saturday ran for the first time since suffering his injury on 

Dec. 29.

"It felt good," he said Sunday. "I woke up this morning without too much soreness in my back, so I was 

pretty excited about that."

Williams had started to round into form in his return from a right knee injury when he bruised his back in a 

game against Golden State. In the seven games prior to that one, Williams had averaged 16 points, 5.7 

rebounds and 33 minutes while shooting 54 percent from the field.
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"Bad timing," he said. "I was getting back right with my knee, and then it was my back. But it happens like 

that sometimes. Hopefully when I come back from this I will be straight for the rest of the season."

King Day matinee

The Hawks host Sacramento on Monday night in one of four NBA games on the Martin Luther King Jr. 

holiday. 

"Dr. King did so much for all of us in this country and it's an honor to play on his day," Hawks center 

Jason Collins said. "It's a day for us to reflect back to all of those in the civil rights era who gave up so 

much so we could have a better society."

The other games on Monday include Chicago at Memphis (1 p.m. ESPN), Orlando at Boston (8 p.m., 

TNT) and Oklahoma City at the Lakers (10:30 p.m., TNT).

‘Full Court Fest'

The Atlanta Hawks Foundation host its annual charity fundraiser at 6 p.m. on Jan. 30 at Ventanas. 

Attendees will include Hawks players, coaches, executives and team legends.

Tickets are $125 for guests 21 and older. More information is available at 404-878-3497 or 

www.hawks.com.
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