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Hawks beat Clippers the hard way

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:11 p.m. Sunday, January 2, 2011 

LOS ANGELES -- Asked about beating the Clippers despite being outplayed for three quarters, Hawks 

forward Josh Smith cut off the questioner.

"One quarter," Smith said. "We won the other three."

That's true, but it didn't seem like it. The Hawks couldn't score while falling behind big early, trimmed the 

deficit in fits and starts and then suddenly couldn't be stopped in the final six minutes of the 107-98 

victory at the Staples Center.

The Hawks overcame a 16-point deficit and earned their second victory in their last eight road games. 

Joe Johnson's basket with six minutes left gave the Hawks an 86-85 lead, their first advantage since 2-0, 

and they scored on six of their next nine possessions to put away the Clippers.

The Hawks erupted for 23 points over those final six minutes.

"I liked to see how we fought back after being down," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "This was a 

grinder."

Atlanta earned its second victory in its last eight road games and fifth in eight games overall. It didn't 

come easily against the Clippers (10-24), who are near the bottom of the Western Conference standings.

The Clippers, who had won five of their last seven games, were sharper than the Hawks while building 

leads of 31-18 lead after a quarter and 45-29 five minutes before halftime.

"They are a better team than their record," Smith said. "We knew we were playing a hot team. They got 

away from us early but we kept grinding, kept grinding and stuck with it."

The trio of Smith, Johnson and Jamal Crawford provided the scoring punch the Hawks needed at the 

end.

The Clippers still led 83-76 with less than nine minutes to play. That's when Smith got into the lane for a 

dunk that got the Hawks going.

Smith later got the Hawks within 85-84 with a 3-pointer. Clippers forward DeAndre Jordan was called for 

goal tending Johnson's shot, Smith made another 3-pointer and Johnson scored again to make it 91-85.
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After Los Angeles got the lead back down to 94-92, Crawford scored on a pass from Johnson and Al 

Horford scored off a rebound. Hawks guard Mike Bibby's 3-pointer with less than a minute to play 

finished off the Clippers.

Johnson had 29 points for his highest-scoring game since he had 34 on Nov. 7 against Phoenix. 

Crawford added 24 points off the bench and Smith scored 22 for the Hawks, who scored 37 points in the 

fourth quarter.

The Hawks trailed 53-42 at halftime, and it could have been much worse considering their 31 percent 

shooting compared to 61 percent for the Clippers. Atlanta stayed in the game by making 14 of 15 free 

throws and scoring 10 points off turnovers.

"That's going to happen," Bibby said of the stalled offense. "We held our heads up. We kept fighting. We 

are at our best when we help each other. We did that in the second half, and you see what happens 

when we do that."

More free throws, plus Jamal Crawford's hot streak, allowed the Hawks to get within 74-70 at the end of 

the third quarter. Crawford scored nine consecutive points at one point during the period while Smith and 

Johnson each made 4 of 4 free-throw attempts.
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