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Johnson's shooting slows Hawks' offense

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:36 p.m. Saturday, January 1, 2011 

OKLAHOMA CITY -- Whether the reasons are because of his right elbow surgery, the tough defensive 

assignments he's drawing or a prolonged slump, Joe Johnson’s shooting woes are bogging down the 

Hawks' offense.

Coach Larry Drew said he's still optimistic his All-Star guard will work them out.

"His shot will fall," Drew said after the Hawks' 103-94 loss at Oklahoma City on Friday. "It will come."

Johnson missed 14 of 20 shots against Oklahoma City, including all six 3-point attempts. Since returning 

from surgery Dec. 2, Johnson is shooting 39 percent (51-of 132) from the field, including 29 percent (12-

of-42) on 3-pointers.

For his career, Johnson has shot 44 percent from the field overall and 37 percent on 3-pointers. Drew 

notes that Johnson is still sharing the ball -- he's averaging seven assists in eight games since returning -

- but he has the lowest shooting percentage among Hawks regulars while taking the most shot attempts 

per game.

Drew said Johnson's defensive tasks are wearing him down. The Hawks are short on effective perimeter 

defenders even when healthy. With Marvin Williams (back) out Friday, Johnson spent significant time 

guarding Oklahoma City's two best players, Kevin Durant and Russell Westbrook.

“It may be a little tough at times because defensively, I am normally guarding their main guy,” Johnson 

said. “Then offensively, I’m coming down and fighting against two or three other guys. So it’s tough and 

frustrating at times.

"But that’s neither here nor there. We could just make the easy plays and then things wouldn’t be so 

difficult, but we just don’t do that.”

Bloody mess

Hawks forward Josh Smith suffered a gory gash on his head during the third quarter Friday.

“When I saw [the cut] I got a little lightheaded, to be quite honest,” Drew said. “It wasn’t pretty at all."
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Smith said the cut was caused by Thunder forward Serge Ibaka when he tried to block Smith's shot on a 

breakaway with 6:59 left in the period. Smith went to the locker room, briefly returned to make two free 

throws with a bandage on the cut, and then went back to the locker room.

Smith didn't receive stitches for the cut.

“I thought I needed some, but [medical personnel] said no," Smith said.

Smith returned to the game with 10:48 to go.

Disrespectful dunk?

Smith was less upset about Ibaka’s foul than his dunk near the end of the game. The shot clock was off 

and the Thunder were ahead 101-92 when Ibaka took a pass from Westbrook and scored.

“That’s a sign of disrespect,” Smith said. “Everybody in the whole league knows that you don’t do nothing 

like that. We remember something like that.”

Smith had a conversation with Durant about the play.

“He said he was going to handle it because he knew that wasn’t right," Smith said.

The basket gave Westbrook his 10th assist to complete a triple-double. He also had 23 points and 10 

rebounds.

”It doesn’t matter,” Drew said. “You run the clock out. The game is over. You don’t make that kind of 

play.”

Drew left Smith in a game the Hawks had in hand on Nov. 28 at Toronto so Smith could get an assist to 

complete his triple-double. It happened with 4:30 left.

Good enough to get close

The loss to Oklahoma City dropped the Hawks to 2-6 in road games against opponents that currently 

have winning records. In those defeats they held fourth-quarter leads against Orlando, San Antonio, and 

New Orleans and were within two points of the lead against Miami, Boston, and Oklahoma City.

“It’s a little frustrating, but still I am encouraged we are putting ourselves in that position," Drew said.
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