
orlandosentinel.com/sports/orlando-magic/os-magic-hawks-1207-20101206,0,6970862.story 

OrlandoSentinel.com 

Cold-shooting Orlando Magic fall to Atlanta Hawks 80-74 
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Stan Van Gundy wanted to find something positive 
about the way the Orlando Magic played against the 
Atlanta Hawks on Monday night. 
 
He pored over the box score and pored over it and pored 
over it. 
 
But he found nothing encouraging. 
 
The Magic lost to the Hawks in a game every bit as ugly 
as the 80-74 final score indicated. Dwight Howard, 
Mickael Pietrus and J.J. Redick returned from a nasty 
stomach bug, but the entire team played with little 
energy and just as little sharpness. 
 
"It was just a bad basketball game, and we played worse 
than they did," Van Gundy said. "That's what it was. All you've got to do is look at the numbers. And 
even at 80-74, it wasn't even a real hard-fought game. It was just a bad game." 
 
Orlando shot just 37.8 percent from the field, turned the ball over 17 times and finished with only nine 
assists. 
 
What was there to like? 
 
Nothing. 
 
"Terrible, terrible game," forward Quentin Richardson said. 
 
"You just have those days," point guard Chris Duhon said. 
 
Fatigue had something to do with it. Howard, Pietrus and Redick returned from the vicious stomach 
virus. And the guys who hadn't been sick were finishing an exhausting stretch of five games in seven 
nights. 
 
Meanwhile, the Hawks left Amway Center feeling as though they had turned a corner. 
 
Until Monday, they had lost 11 of their last 12 regular-season and postseason games to the Magic. 
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"It feels really good," Atlanta guard Jamal Crawford said. "They are a team that has beaten us in the butt 
for a long time now. To come back and show them we are a different team than we were in the past, we 
are confident now going up against those guys." 
 
The Hawks (14-8) won without their best scorer and highest-paid player, shooting guard Joe Johnson, 
who missed the game because of a recent elbow surgery. 
 
"It's a tough game for us to lose," said Howard, who scored 14 points and collected 13 rebounds. "We 
did give Atlanta a little confidence, but we're going to make sure we erase that the next time." 
 
The Magic (15-6) played without their starting point guard, Jameer Nelson, who showed up at the team's 
shootaround Monday morning but was sent home because he was still suffering from the stomach virus. 
 
Orlando sure could have used him. 
 
Nelson typically dominates his Hawks counterpart, Mike Bibby. But on Monday, without Nelson to 
challenge him defensively, Bibby finished with 13 points, seven assists and just one turnover. 
 
Bibby also provided the backbreaker. 
 
With Atlanta clinging to a 73-70 lead, he drained a 3-pointer from the top of the arc with 26.1 seconds 
remaining. 
 
Game over. 
 
"That's my fault," Van Gundy said afterward. "I'm going to take the blame on that one. That's a play we 
went over today, but they run a lot of different things, and they hadn't run that yet in the game, and I 
didn't recognize it soon enough to alert Chris and Dwight. 
 
"I was no good tonight, either." 
 
The Magic have lost momentum at an awful time to hit a cold streak. 
 
On Wednesday, they'll leave for Oregon to begin a four-game road trip that includes contests at two of 
the toughest venues in the NBA, the Utah Jazz' EnergySolutions Arena and the Denver Nuggets' Pepsi 
Center. 
 
"We'll move on," Van Gundy said. "We'll move on and get back to practice tomorrow and hopefully get 
ready to play a good West Coast trip. I know we're better than we played tonight. We didn't even play a 
good three-minute stretch in that game. We just never played well." 
 
Read Josh Robbins' blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog and e-mail him at 
jrobbins@orlandosentinel.com. Subscribe to our Orlando Magic newsletter at 
OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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