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Milwaukee Bucks 
Hawks 95, Bucks 80 

Bucks out of focus in loss as Hawks control 
action 

 

Benny Sieu 

Atlanta's Joe Johnson and Milwaukee's Larry Sanders reach for a rebound. 

By Tom Enlund 
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The Milwaukee Bucks appeared to have so much going for them Monday night at the Bradley Center. 

They were riding the momentum of consecutive victories on last week's western trip, had gotten in a 
couple of days rest over the Christmas holiday and put in what by all accounts was a productive and 
spirited practice on Sunday. 

But looks can be deceiving as the Atlanta Hawks shot holes through the Milwaukee defense almost from 
the opening tip on their way to a decisive 95-80 victory. 

The Hawks, making their first appearance at the Bradley Center since their victory over the Bucks in 
Game 6 of last season's first-round playoff series, took control from the get-go, shot 50.7% and 
manhandled the Bucks on the boards in gaining some payback for a one-sided victory the Bucks scored 
early this season in Atlanta. 

The Hawks (20-13) built an 18-point lead in the second quarter that was too much for the Bucks to 
overcome. 

As far as the Bucks (12-17) were concerned, it was just more of the same. 

"This is how our season has gone," said Bucks coach Scott Skiles. "We've been really ready and really 
competitive a couple games in a row and then we'll have a couple where we're not. One where we are, 
one where we're not, and we've been riding that wave too much. 

"Regardless of who has played and who is injured, you have to be blind to look at the game tonight; no 
matter who was playing, it was easy to see who had the most energy and who wanted the game more. 
We can't afford to play that way. We want to win but until we get that figured out, we'll be in this 
position. 

"They handled us pretty easily. It was worse than the score even appeared." 

Milwaukee's John Salmons scored 12 of his 18 points in the third quarter when the Bucks trimmed what 
had been a 15-point halftime lead to seven at one point. 

Keyon Dooling and Earl Boykins scored 15 points each for the Bucks, and Boykins was whistled for 
what he called his first technical foul at any level when he accidentally touched a referee in the third 
quarter. Center Andrew Bogut finished with 14 points and 11 rebounds. 

But the Bucks sputtered offensively all night and shot 38.7%. They never really got up off the mat after 
Atlanta jumped out to an early 19-10 lead and led by 11 after one quarter. 

"We got off to a slow start and against a good team like that - a battle-tested team that has great 
continuity - it's hard to fight an uphill battle," said Dooling. "That first quarter we had was a little too 
slow against that team. I don't know if it was being lethargic or if it was just them making plays. 
Whatever it is, we have to get it figured out." 

Said Boykins, "The difference in this game was the first quarter. They got out to such a huge lead the 
first quarter and they sustained it. Then in the second half we almost had to play perfect to get back in 
the game." 

Center Al Horford led Atlanta, scoring eight of his 18 points in the fourth quarter, and grabbing 12 
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rebounds. Joe Johnson added 15 points and six assists, and Josh Smith scored eight of the Hawks' first 
13 points in getting them off to a fast start. Smith finished with 13 points. 

Five players scored in double figures for Atlanta, which gradually built its lead after one quarter to 57-
39 late in the second. A three-pointer by Salmons cut the lead to 69-62 with 3:03 left in the third and the 
Hawks led after three quarters, 77-67. 

Consecutive jumpers by guard Jamal Crawford gave the Hawks an 84-71 lead with 7:32 left, and the 
Bucks went quietly after that. 

"It is hard to figure," said Bogut. "But that's the NBA. Nothing is given to you. We really beat them bad 
in Atlanta, and I think they remembered that and they came out tonight and beat us." 

Said Skiles, "We weren't ready to play tonight. It was that simple." 
 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/112527204.html 
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