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Another collapse means another 76ers loss 

By Kate Fagan 

Inquirer Staff Writer 

ATLANTA - There's no science behind it. 

It just is. 

The ball just slipped out of Lou Williams' hands, the same way a glass of water gets knocked 
over on the dinner table. 

The timing was unfortunate, but these are your 76ers, after all. 

Immediately after watching Williams' sure-thing dunk sail out of bounds, Sixers coach Doug 
Collins walked the sideline baffled and offered this rhetorical question: "Are you kidding me?" 

No joke. 

About a dozen mistakes followed Williams', but no play served as a better metaphor for the 
collapse the Sixers suffered Friday night at Philips Arena. 

After leading by double digits for nearly the entire game, the Sixers crashed and burned, losing 
to the Atlanta Hawks, 93-88. 

The Sixers dropped to 5-14. The Hawks, led by Marvin Williams' 22 points, improved to 13-7. 

The Sixers were ahead by 18 points in the first half, 17 points in the third quarter, and 13 
points with 8 minutes, 45 seconds remaining in the game. 

With 4:57 to play, Sixers swingman Andre Iguodala stripped Marvin Williams of the ball as he 
went up for an 18-foot jumper. Iguodala dashed upcourt, eventually serving a one-handed 
bounce pass to a streaking Lou Williams, who was filling the right lane. 

Williams rose for a one-handed tomahawk slam, but somewhere between pullback and throw-
down the ball slipped from his grip and flew over the basket and out of bounds. 

"Just slipped - no science to it, just slipped out of my hands," Williams said. 
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After that bizarre moment, the Sixers scored only two more points and delivered an assortment 
of missed shots and turnovers, including a mishandling of the final inbounds pass - at that 
moment down by only three points - that essentially sealed their fate. 

From the 8:45 mark of the fourth quarter until the final buzzer, the Sixers scored three points 
and finished the game 1 for 13 from the field. 

The Hawks took their first lead on a three-point play by center Al Horford with 31.1 seconds 
remaining. 

"I'm sort of proud of myself a little bit because those kind of mistakes, probably, I would have 
blown my brains out a few years ago," Collins said. "And I just know I can't do that. I can't do 
that. That would do no good to these guys at all." 

For two months, the Sixers have been looking for the right combination. They've been mixing 
and matching and hoping that some group will have just enough of some things, not so much 
of others, and prove to be a competitive unit. 

At the start of the game, Collins put that kind of unit onto the floor. He started point guard Jrue 
Holiday, shooting guard Jodie Meeks, Iguodala, power forward Elton Brand, and center 
Spencer Hawes. 

And with that group, the Sixers played some of their best basketball of the season. 

"I know we're a better team today than we were 30 days ago," Collins said. "I know that. And 
so that's the one thing I'm hanging my hat on." 

  

Contact staff writer Kate Fagan at 856-779-3844 or kfagan@phillynews.com. 
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