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Johnson is getting back in the game
 

By John Manasso  
FOXSportsSouth.com 
December 13, 2010 
  
ATLANTA – Only 11 days after having surgery on his right elbow to remove a “loose body,” Hawks leading scorer Joe 
Johnson was cleared to practice on Monday and participated with the rest of the team wearing a brace on the affected 
area.  
 
Johnson did not travel on Monday with the Hawks for their two-game trip to Detroit (Tuesday) and Boston (Thursday). 
Nonetheless, head coach Larry Drew was encouraged. 
 
“Glad to see him out there actually shooting it,” Drew said. “He shot it pretty well, too.” 
 
Johnson originally was scheduled to be out for four to six weeks when he was diagnosed with the injury on Dec. 1. He 
had surgery in Birmingham, Ala., the following day. 
 
While Johnson demurred about whether he might return sooner than that timetable, Drew said he was hopeful that 
Johnson might return sooner than that early benchmark. 
 
“Heck, yeah,” he said. “When I saw him out there shooting – like I said, it was good to see him out there. I don't 
know what the timetable is, as far as his comeback, but I'm very encouraged that he's able to be out there just to 
shoot. I'm very encouraged by that. We'll just see how it goes as he continues his therapy and being out on the floor.”
 
Johnson also said that he lifted weights on Monday and that he was “pain-free” after the session. Drew said that 
before Monday, Johnson had done heavy amounts of cardiovascular exercise. 
 
“Felt good,” Johnson said. “Just being back on the court, period. I think probably my first 10 shots felt awkward 
because I haven't shot a ball in a week and a half, but for the most part, man, it was pretty much like riding a bicycle, 
something you never forget how to do.” 
 
Johnson said he was “just taking it one day at a time.” 
 
“Maybe I'll have a little soreness tomorrow, but as of right now, I'm feeling pretty good,” he said. 
 
He said the timetable had not changed and that he was “trying to get it as a strong as possible.” 
 
Sixth-man Jamal Crawford said he was excited to see Johnson on the court. In fact, Drew said the whole team perked 
up when they saw him out there. 
 
“It can only motivate and inspire us,” Crawford said. 
 
The Hawks have gone 5-2 in the seven games without Johnson, but even before he got hurt, he was shooting only 40.9 percent from the
Johnson is a 44.2-percent shooter. 
 
In that sense, Johnson said perhaps the injury was a “blessing in disguise.” Asked to expound on that, he said that the team possibly would learn that it could win 
without him – which it has – or that he might shoot better once he returned. 
 
Drew said he was looking forward to getting “the real Joe” back. 
 
“He’s had a lot of good looks,” Drew said. “Hopefully, the problem was the elbow.” 
 
Drew said once Johnson returns, it will make the Hawks’ offense much less predictable. And then there's the psychological effect.
 
“I can see the body language,” Drew said. “Our players swell with confidence when he’s out there.”
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