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ATLANTA — The Grizzlies entered Philips Arena not necessarily looking for but 

arguably in need of a built-in advantage against an opponent they haven’t beaten here 

in five years.

One development that weakened the Atlanta Hawks happened Wednesday night when 

All-Star Joe Johnson arrived in a suit with the news that he’ll need four to six weeks to 

recover from surgery on his right elbow.

Another potential benefit figured to be at point guard where the Grizzlies’ Mike Conley, 

who is suddenly efficient and highly effective offensively, was pitted against an aging 

veteran for a second straight night.

Though Mike Bibby might be long in the tooth by NBA standards he still has a sharp 

eye for long-distance shots. And the Hawks, well, were still too long, too athletic and 

too selfless for the Griz to overcome.

Conley contended that Memphis played well enough to win. Atlanta, however, behind 

Bibby’s daggers from beyond the arc and the team’s season-high 33 assists made 

clutch plays that sent the Griz away with a 112-109 defeat.

“They made big shots,” Conley said. “They just create a lot of mismatches. They create 

mismatches because of their size. It just came down to making plays at the end.”

The Griz trailed by 10 points at the start of the fourth period and cut the deficit to one 

with four minutes left. The sequence that essentially sealed their fate happened in the 

game’s final minutes.

Memphis trailed 106-102 when Al Horford grabbed a rebound on Bibby’s missed 20-

footer with 55 seconds left. About 20 seconds later, Josh Smith rebounded Horford’s 

misfire. With 17.8 ticks remaining, Bibby calmly buried a baseline 3-pointer that gave 

the Hawks the cushion it need to close out the win.

The Griz were caught scrambling on defense during the Hawks’ longest possession of 

the game.
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“I was on Bibby, and Horford got the rebound over Mike,” Marc Gasol said. “That might 

have been a dagger but there were a lot of little things that hurt us. We couldn’t get 

stops earlier, and we settled in the third quarter. We fought back but it was too late.”

The Griz fouled several times and forced the Hawks to convert free throws in the final 

17 seconds. Memphis, though, had no timeouts remaining when Rudy Gay rebounded 

Jamal Crawford’s missed free throw with 2.5 seconds left. Down by three, the Griz 

couldn’t get the ball down court for a desperation attempt to tie the score.

“We started (the game) with real good energy and then when I substituted we didn’t get 

the same energy,” Griz coach Lionel Hollins said. “I was proud of our effort. We just 

need to muster the energy it takes to win back-to-backs.”

The Griz (8-11) were coming off an emotionally draining victory over the Los Angeles 

Lakers at home Tuesday night.

Wasted in this loss was Zach Randolph’s 19-point, 19-rebound effort that helped the 

Griz leave with a 40-28 rebounding edge. Gay added a team-high 23 points, and 

Conley finished with 22 points and nine assists.

Both teams shot well above 50 percent. The Hawks benefited from better free-throw 

shooting and Bibby converting four of their seven 3-pointers. After a Conley layup cut 

the Grizzlies’ deficit to 95-94 with 4:37 left, Bibby responded with a 3-pointer and then 

drew a charge on Conley.

“We knew we had to do it collectively,” Horford said. “Obviously we’ll miss Joe. At the 

same time it’s going to make us stronger as a team.”

Horford led six Hawks in double-figures scoring with 20 points. Crawford chipped in 16 

points off the bench and Bibby added 15.

The Griz jumped out to an early seven-point lead. With Josh Powell throwing in 14 of 

his 16 points in the first half, the Hawks built a 63-57 halftime lead.

Reserve guard Tony Allen entered in the third period and ignited another Griz surge. 

Memphis trailed 75-66 when Allen picked up three straight steals and converted 

layups.

Allen was on the floor to start the fourth period and finished an alley-oop dunk during 

an 8-0 run that allowed the Griz to stay close.

“We played well enough to win the game, but we weren’t able to get it across,” Conley 

said. “But we are getting better. We’re taking steps.”

Grizzlies vs. Rockets 

When, where: 7 p.m. Friday, FedExForum

TV, radio: SportSouth, WRBO-FM (103.5)
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