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Hawks drop Cleveland 98-84

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:09 p.m. Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

They're not quite elfin, but Daniel Gibson and Mo Williams gave Joe Johnson all the Yuletide joy he could 

ask for Wednesday night.

The Cleveland Cavaliers guards give up five and six inches to the 6-foot-7 Johnson, respectively, an 

advantage that helped him get untracked as the Hawks rolled Cleveland 98-84 at Philips Arena.

"Certainly with Gibson or Williams on Joe, we thought that to be an advantage we should take advantage 

of at times," Hawks coach Larry Drew said.

Four games into his return from elbow surgery, Johnson had one of his best games of the season as the 

Hawks won their eighth consecutive game at Philips. Often posting up or shooting over Gibson or 

Williams, Johnson made 9 of 17 shots, including 3 of 6 from 3-point range, in a 23-point performance. He 

added seven assists with no turnovers.

It was without question his best game since coming back from elbow surgery Dec. 17, two weeks ahead 

of schedule. Johnson had shot 33.3 percent in the first three games following his convalescence.

"I haven’t really been feeling that rhythm pretty much all season for whatever reason," Johnson said. "But 

tonight, I felt pretty good."

The Hawks improved to 19-12 and won their second over the Cavaliers this season in as many tries. 

Cleveland lost its 12th in the last 13 games and is 8-21.

Johnson and the Hawks were particularly locked in during the second half. They made nine of their first 

10 shots from the field in the third quarter, boosting a 49-46 halftime lead to 69-56 six minutes into the 

quarter. When Cleveland drew to within 85-78 with 6:37 to play in the game, Johnson dropped 

consecutive 3-pointers to push the lead back to 13. The Cavaliers never got within single digits after that.

Of the Hawks' 22 second-half baskets, 15 came on assists. For the game, forwards Marvin Williams and 

Josh Smith, center Al Horford and Johnson shot a combined 32 for 55 (58.2 percent).

"It was another solid effort by our guys, but we ran into a little bit of a buzzsaw in the third quarter," 

Cleveland coach Byron Scott said.
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The post-halftime blitz followed a sluggish first half. The Hawks were two days past one of their best 

efforts of the year, a 91-81 win over Orlando, they were playing at home against a woebegone Cleveland 

team and a short Christmas break awaited them after the game.

Perhaps not surprisingly, the Hawks fell behind by as many as seven points before reviving.

"I had a talk with them at halftime and pointed some things out," Drew said.

Forward Antawn Jamison led Cleveland with 23 points. Forward and Wheeler High grad J.J. Hickson, 

who battered the Hawks for 31 points in the teams' first meeting, had just four points off the bench.

The Hawks will play next at New Orleans on Sunday and will be on the road for six of their next seven 

games.
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