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Hawks top Bobcats in Johnson's return

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:16 p.m. Friday, December 17, 2010 

The Hawks got a surprise when guard Joe Johnson came back from elbow surgery two weeks ahead of 

schedule.

He helped deliver a result that raised no eyebrows, a 90-85 win over the Charlotte Bobcats on Friday.

Boosted by the return of their four-time All-Star, the Hawks won their sixth game in a row at Philips 

Arena. It was also the seventh consecutive home win for the Hawks (17-11) over the Bobcats (9-17).

"It felt great just to be back out there with the guys, interacting and being a part of everything," said 

Johnson, who contributed 16 points in 37 minutes.

Johnson surprised everyone Friday by announcing he was ready to suit up after having surgery to 

remove a "loose body" from his right elbow Dec. 2. The initial prognosis was a recovery of four to six 

weeks. His treatment went well, however, and in recent days he began putting up as many as 200 jump 

shots a day without pain.

Still, when trainer Wally Blase told coach Larry Drew early Friday evening that Johnson wanted to play, 

Drew thought he was playing a joke on him. With guard Jamal Crawford out for a second game in a row 

with a back injury and his team on a two-game losing streak, Drew presumably wasn't terribly amused 

before realizing Blase was serious.

"From what I've been told, this is absolutely remarkable," Drew said of the quick rehabilitation.

Wearing a compression sleeve on his right arm and a small smile on his face when he took the court for 

the opening tip, Johnson showed some rust, coming up short on early jumpers. But he showed moments 

of regaining his form, driving for a basket and then draining an off-balance jumper in consecutive 

possessions in the fourth quarter. He finished 5-for-14 from the floor with five rebounds and eight assists 

with one turnover.

"We definitely need him," said guard Mike Bibby, whose team went 5-4 in Johnson's absence. "He's one 

of the top players in the NBA. He draws a lot of attention, and that opens up stuff for everybody else."

He also did solid work on Bobcats guard Stephen Jackson, helping hold him to nine points on 3-of-14 

shooting.

Said forward Marvin Williams, "I wonder how sore he's going to be [Saturday]."
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All five Hawks starters finished in double figures, led by 16 apiece from Johnson, Williams and center Al 

Horford. Aided by the Bobcats' errant shooting (37.9 percent), the Hawks pushed the pace with 27 fast-

break points. They opened up a 12-point lead with 2:17 remaining in the third quarter and went into the 

fourth up 10 points.

However, the Bobcats were resolute, banging for 18 offensive rebounds, the most allowed by the Hawks 

this season. They narrowed the lead to 80-77 with 1:58 to play. However, Williams scored on 

consecutive possessions on a baseline jumper and a lay-in to ward off the Bobcats. Johnson then made 

both ends of a one-and-one to push the lead to 86-79 with 23.8 seconds to go.
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