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Hawks' Crawford surging in Johnson's stead

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:50 p.m. Sunday, December 12, 2010 

Saturday night, Jamal Crawford's arsenal was on full display.

In the Hawks' 97-83 win over Indiana, the Hawks guard slashed to the basket. He dropped a 3-pointer 

from the wing so true it barely grazed the net. He drove and flipped the ball out to forward Josh Smith, 

who buried a baseline jumper.

About a third of the way into coach Larry Drew's first season and in the second week of Joe Johnson's 

absence, Crawford appears to be getting grooved into the Hawks offense.

"He's certainly starting to find his rhythm," Drew said.

Crawford has scored 26, 23 and 25 points in the Hawks' past three games, the first time he's scored 20 

or more in three consecutive games with the Hawks. Crawford, who was the NBA's top sixth man last 

season in his debut with the Hawks, will try to continue his roll Tuesday at Detroit.

At the start of the season, Crawford had trouble adjusting to Drew's motion offense, which is considerably 

different than the isolation-heavy scheme run by coach Mike Woodson last season. He talked to Drew 

and general manager Rick Sund, among others, to try to figure things out.

"We had to revamp the whole offense, but you still have to be who you are on the court," Crawford said. 

"Don't think so much, just react and play."

The loss of Johnson, who went out for four to six weeks after Dec. 2 elbow surgery, added another 

degree of complexity to solve. Johnson, a four-time All-Star, has led the Hawks in scoring ever since 

arriving in 2005. Without Johnson, Crawford's minutes and points are not surprisingly up from 29.2 and 

13.9 to 33.4 and 18.9, respectively.

"When he's down, everybody has to pick it up, and that's what everybody's doing," Crawford said.

On top of increased scoring, Drew has challenged Crawford to involve his teammates more.

"He can go find his shot," Drew said. "He's already proven that. But we're at our best when he's making 

plays, getting the ball to other people."

Crawford has responded. He has averaged 4.1 assists in the seven games without Johnson compared to 

3.2 before. He had three assists Saturday and other passes to teammates who got fouled on shots.
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"I think I'm definitely more than just a scorer," said Crawford, who has averaged 4.0 assists over his 11-

year career. "I'd like to think I can do both equally effectively."

The Hawks have gone 5-2 without Johnson after an 11-7 start with him. More than one Hawk has used 

the phrase "hold down the fort" in reference to the team's objective in Johnson's absence. If the Hawks 

can continue anywhere near that pace – they'll have tests against Boston, Orlando, New Orleans and 

Oklahoma City before the end of the month – it would be a stunning accomplishment.

Undoubtedly, it will require Crawford's continued performance.

"Whether I'm being aggressive for myself or for my teammates, I think it puts other teams on their heels," 

Crawford said.
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