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Josh Smith lights out for Hawks in win

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:02 p.m. Tuesday, December 7, 2010 

Just call him Radar.

Josh Smith, whose unrequited infatuation with jump shots has drawn the ire of Hawks fans over the 

years, put on a long-distance exhibition Tuesday night.

The New Jersey Nets were his hapless foils as the Hawks had their most efficient game of offensive 

basketball this season, a 116-101 dismantling of the Nets.

"It was the type of game where everybody couldn't miss," said Smith, who made six of eight shots from 

16 feet and beyond. "We were unselfish with the basketball, and everybody was reaping the benefits."

Perhaps none more than Smith. Playing at small forward with Joe Johnson out of the lineup because of 

elbow surgery, Smith made 14 of 16 shots, including both 3-point attempts. He finished with a season-

high 34 points, four shy of his career best.

After the final buzzer, Smith kissed his hands and raised them toward the Philips Arena roof.

"Josh Smith was excellent again [Tuesday]," coach Larry Drew said.

For good measure, Smith added seven assists and three rebounds. Jamal Crawford added a season-

high 26 points on 11-of-17 shooting, and Al Horford contributed 24 with 10 rebounds.

The Hawks are now 4-1 without Johnson, their four-time All-Star who is out for the next three to five 

weeks after right elbow surgery last week. They have won seven of their past eight and are 15-8 overall. 

The Nets, who had the NBA's worst record last season, are 6-16 and have lost five in a row.

While acknowledging that Smith is not a prototypical small forward -- think of a slasher such as Scottie 

Pippen -- Drew thought the move would give the Hawks a size advantage and defensive flexibility.

"His advantage is when he posts down in the low blocks," Drew said.

Moving the ball well in the half-court and in transition, the Hawks made a season-best 60.3 percent of 

their shots. Their 34 assists were also a season high. Drew said it was the best passing game of the 

season, evidence that his motion offense is settling in.

"We did a really good job in just taking what the defense gave us," he said.
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They did a lot of taking. A day after a win over Orlando that followed 10 losses in 11 games to the Magic, 

the Hawks fell behind 26-19 with 1:36 left in the first quarter. They outscored the Nets 41-21 over the rest 

of the half.

New Jersey closed the gap to 102-97 with 3:24 to play in the game, but the Hawks closed the game by 

making their final five shots, part of a 13-for-16 fourth quarter.

"It's always fun whenever we're playing unselfish and we're knocking down shots," Smith said.

They'll have a much stiffer test in their next game at San Antonio on Friday. The Spurs have the NBA's 

best record at 17-3.
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