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Hawks to get first look at reconfigured Magic

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:48 p.m. Sunday, December 19, 2010 

NEWARK, N.J. -- The Orlando Magic will look drastically different when they visit Philips Arena to play 

the Hawks on Monday night.

Atlanta's division rivals completed two trades over the weekend: starters Rashard Lewis and Vince 

Carter and top reserves Marcin Gortat and Mickael Pietrus are gone; Jason Richardson, Gilbert 

Arenas, Hedo Turkoglu and Earl Clark have joined the team.

The Magic hope to improve by surrounding All-Star center Dwight Howard with scorers.

"Turkoglu has always been a tough guard because he has size and he can handle the ball," Hawks 

coach Larry Drew said. "But I think it remains to be seen with the other guys. Both Carter and Rashard 

Lewis are guys that have always played well against us as far as making shots. Them getting Turokglu 

and Richardson and Arenas, they add three guys who are just as potent from the outside.

"I think it just becomes a matter of whether the chemistry works out, and that remains to be seen as they 

play with one another and get a feel for one another."

The Magic swept the Hawks in last season's Eastern Conference semifinals. They had lost five of six 

games prior to the trade, but still were fourth in the East standings.

"It definitely surprised me," Hawks forward Marvin Williams said. "They moved their whole team. I guess 

they have a vision how they want things, and they thought it wasn't working. They had to change it up, I 

guess.

"They [might] have gotten better. They bring Richardson in who averages 20. Hedo had a monster 

season when he was there the year they got to the finals. You never know how it will work out."

Injury report

Hawks guard Jamal Crawford sat out for the third consecutive game with a sore back. He said the injury 

is improving and he hopes to play on Monday night.

Hawks guard Joe Johnson, who returned to the lineup Friday after right elbow surgery, started again on 

Sunday. He made four of his first eight shots from the field, but missed his final eight attempts.

Johnson said he's still rusty after missing nine games.
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"It's not going to come back overnight," he said. "I just have to take my time."
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