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Drew manages busy Hawks schedule

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:26 p.m. Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

AUBURN HILLS, Mich.--The Hawks have already played 26 games, with seven sets of back-to-back 

games, and in Boston on Thursday night they begin their second stretch this season of four games in five 

nights.

"I'm trying to pick and choose my spots to give them some time off, and give them a chance to allow their 

legs to get back under them," coach Larry Drew said. "The schedule has been brutal but that's life in the 

NBA. As I told the guys,we will never use that as an excuse.

"It may be tough for us right now, and some teams' schedules may not be as tough, but in the end it all 

balances out."

For the Hawks, the schedule eases in January and March. The Hawks will play just 14 games in January. 

During March they will play just three road games and three sets of back-to-back games.

Until then, the Hawks have to deal with a schedule that is front-loaded with exhaustive stretches.

"We have to make sure we are prepared," Drew said. "Guys have to get their rest and eat right. When 

they schedule us like this they have to do all the things necessary to be ready."

Another Wilkins fan

Add Joe Johnson to the list of Hawks leaders who hope forward Damien Wilkins sticks around for the 

rest of the season.

"[He's] a guy who has come in and provided us with something we have needed, that energy and 

intensity defensively," Johnson said. "The one-on-one match-up, guarding his guy and taking pride in 

that. That's big for the team."

Wilkins, who was signed after the team learned Johnson required elbow surgery, is on a prorated 

veteran's minimum contract. The deal becomes guaranteed if he's still on the roster on Jan. 10; Johnson 

is expected to be back in the lineup by then.

Taking it slow

With Hawks forward Mo Evans still favoring his surgically repaired right knee, Drew said he might be 

forced to limit his schedule.
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"There is a high probability as the season wears on he may not play on back-to-back nights," Drew said. 

"From what I am told, that may be a little bit too much on his knee. Now that Damien is here I am able to 

buy Mo a little time with his minutes. I certainly don't want to do anything that will be a setback."
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