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After 20 games Hawks still seek true standing

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:45 p.m. Friday, December 3, 2010 

After 20 games there are reasons to believe the 2010-11 Hawks really aren't that great (or at least not as 

good as last season), but also evidence they could be better than they have shown.

Maybe the next couple of games will provide some clarity.

The Hawks started 6-0 before losing seven of nine games and now have won five consecutive. That 

inconsistency, which includes little success against the toughest competition, means their games at 

Miami on Saturday and Orlando on Monday could provide a referendum on their true standing.

"When we go on the road these next two games, to me they will be good indications of where we are," 

Hawks coach Larry Drew said.

The Heat have had their own issues, but they also have LeBron James, Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh, 

and they seem to have found their stride while winning three in a row. Orlando still owns the Hawks, who 

have lost 10 of the past 11 meetings in the regular season and playoffs.

Both Miami and Orlando are in the Southeast Division with Atlanta.

"It will be interesting to see when we play other teams," Hawks center Al Horford said. "[Saturday] night 

and Monday, we will see how we handle it."

Until then, the Hawks' body of work at the (roughly) quarter-season mark provides mixed evidence of 

their merit.

In their first 20 games the Hawks were just 2-4 against opponents with winning records, entering Friday. 

They didn't play defense at a high level for long periods and were vulnerable at Philips Arena after 

dominating opponents there in 2009-10.

Worse, when things got difficult against good competition, the Hawks folded. They didn't compete against 

the Celtics, the defending Eastern Conference champions. They also were overwhelmed by the Bucks, 

who have struggled since then.

The Hawks had problems getting started in those games. Against Utah, Phoenix, Orlando and Dallas 

they lacked the poise and persistence to finish.
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"I am still looking for us to gain total consistency, being able to establish ourselves at the very beginning 

of the game and sustain through the game," Drew said. "We've show signs of that, but we still have to get 

better in that area. I will stay on them until we get there."

There are signs to suggest the Hawks could be on their way.

Their 7-2 road record is tops in the Eastern Conference. The defense still isn't championship-caliber, but 

several opponents have noted the difficulty of defending the Hawks' balanced offense.

"When we share the basketball and everybody is involved, it makes us tough to defend," Drew said. 

"[Opponents] can't key in on one guy. The production is coming from everybody. I think the players have 

bought into that."

The Hawks have managed to stay afloat despite an early rash of injuries.

Marvin Williams and Mo Evans, the team's only small forwards, were out of the lineup for games against 

Phoenix, Orlando and Milwaukee. They played against Dallas and Boston, but were limited.

It also turned out All-Star guard Joe Johnson had been playing with a sore right elbow that might have 

contributed to his poor shooting. He had surgery Thursday and is expected to miss at least a month.

After all the injuries, the losing streaks of four and three games and the meltdowns against Milwaukee 

and Boston, the Hawks still stand third in the Eastern Conference behind Boston and Orlando.

"I thought we started off really fast, then we had some adversity," Hawks guard Jamal Crawford said. 

"We still have it with Joe out, but we are getting back on track. It won't be any easier, but we have to 

band together."

The Hawks say they've re-focused since a team meeting two days after the loss to Boston on Nov. 22. 

They'll need to be sharp while playing a difficult December schedule without Johnson, who leads the 

team in points, assists and minutes.

In addition to the games at Miami and Orlando, the Hawks play this month at San Antonio, Boston, New 

Orleans and Oklahoma City and also play host to Orlando.

"Even though we are [six] games above .500, I think we could have done a lot better," Hawks forward 

Josh Smith said. "I think we learned from our mistakes. Now we are cherishing each and every game."
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