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Zaza got in on the frontcourt mauling (Hyosub 

Shin, hshin@ajc.com)

At Milwaukee the Hawks shut down one of the league’s slowest-paced and least efficient offensive 
teams while getting key baskets to hold them off. This time the Hawks shredded one of the league’s 
least efficient defensive teams and got key stops against a faced-pace opponent to hold them off.

•

There’s something to be said for the Hawks handling their business in this way, particularly since they 
executed their offensive plan so efficiently: 44 of 86 field goals (with 36 attempts in the paint for 44 
points) and 31 assists.

•

“At times we revert back to isolations, but that’s fine because we have some good isolation players,” 
L.D. said. “For the most part we are doing what we want to do.”

•

The Hawks took a look at Golden State’s thin frontcourt (no Biedrins or Gadzuric) and decided to 
exploit it. When the Warriors started overplaying Al and Smoove (and Joe when he was in the post) the 
Hawks regularly swung the ball around until the open man took an unrushed shot.

•

“The game plan was just to play inside out,” Al said. “I think when we do that we usually have a lot of 
success. Josh is unselfish and I’m unselfish. When there’s a double team, we usually kick it out to the 
guards. That’s how we got going as a team, then later that opened up everything else.”

•

It never felt like the Hawks were going to lose but it could have been a blowout if not for their bumbling in 
transition for turnovers. The Hawks wanted to run smart, and they did, but they were awful at finishing. 
Even the normally reliable Al threw a couple away.

•

“We had some careless turnovers on the break, [including] myself,” he said. “I try not to do that. I want to 
look back and see where I can improve in that area. We could have had a lot more opportunities on the 
fast break.”

•
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The Warriors were even more careless with the ball. I lost count of their unforced errors. The weird thing 
was how eventually they seemed to just kind of shrug their shoulders as if they expect such things to 
happen. So what’s the point of being upset?

•

Golden State had better success working for open shots in the halfcourt. Not surprisingly, Stephen 
Curry was able to dance into Atlanta’s interior defense even though he’s just three games into his return 
from a balky ankle.

•

Curry and Monta Ellis just didn’t shoot nearly well enough to overcome Golden State’s suspect D and 
18 turnovers (for 20 Atlanta points). J.J. constantly backed down Ellis, who tired to hold his ground but 
just couldn’t. “Some nights he’s just not going to have it,” Golden State coach Keith Smart said. 
“Guarding bigger guys will take some of his energy on nights like this.”

•

J.J. passed Lenny Wilkens for 10th on the franchise scoring list.•
“I’m a big fan of Lenny,” he said. “It’s an honor and a privilege. It says a lot not just about me, but about 
this team and organization and where we’ve come to where we are now. We are just trying to do big 
things. We’ve got so much potential in this locker room; we just have to stay confident and believe, and 
the sky’s the limit.”

•

J.J. had 16 points on 14 shots and also eight assists. “When I see him with eight assists, it means he is 
playing the right way,” Drew said.

•

J.J. said he still can’t fully extend his right elbow and put his health at 90 percent. When you shoot the 
ball you’ve got to pop your elbow and I can’t quite do that,” he said. “When I’m on the court, I don’t really 
think about it. As long as we win, that’s all that matters.”

•

It looks like Josh Powell is out and Zaza is in (though such things are always subject to change with 
L.D.). Maybe that’s why Zaza looked so spry while putting up 11 points, seven rebounds and smothering 
David Lee.

•

Jamal was just 2 for 10 from the floor but had six assists against one turnover. He passed up some 
pretty good looks to get teammates better shots. At least he will do that when his offense isn’t working.

•

Fast-paced game, pick-and-roll-a-rama and Teague played just three minutes. I guess that’s just how 
it’s going to be for him.

•

Marvin suffered a lower back bruise when he fell to the floor in the third quarter. “I got up quick but when 
I tried to walk back to the bench it locked up on me,” he said. “I will see how it feels tomorrow.”

•
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