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Boston–Here’s the thing: The results don’t show context. They don’t note injuries or bad luck or nice efforts or 

anything like that. They only show Ws and Ls and for the Hawks they show that they can’t beat the better 

teams on their schedule.

You know the list: Phoenix, Orlando, Utah, Dallas, Miami, San Antonio and now Boston. “We have got to 
have these games,” Marvin said. “It’s not really early in the season anymore. We’ve got to do a better 
job closing these games out.”

•

The truth is the Hawks went to Boston and had a chance to win without J.J. and Jamal. They’ve never 
been completely healthy for any of their games against the best teams.

•

“What you have got to understand is we don’t have all our weapons,” Smoove said. I don’t think you can 
really measure where we are at as a team like those teams that you are naming unless we have all our 
horses running.”

•

I know that sounds like too much excuse making for fans, and I get that. But you know what? Smoove 
makes a fair point.

•

Yet it’s also true is that the Celtics turned them back without Rondo and three centers: Shaq, J. O’Neal 
and Perkins. Guard Delonte West was out, too, and Von Wafer lasted two minutes before leaving the 
game.

•

The Celtics are deeper and better, which might be expected given their payroll and pedigree but, again, 
the standings don’t care about stuff like that.

•

“They are an experienced team,” Al said. “They just know how to play.”•
“They made plays and they tried to exploit our mismatches all night,” Marvin said. “They were tough.”•
As long as Rick Sund sticks with the “core” philosophy, the Hawks are going to have to figure it out. 
Their challenge is to see if through experience, and despite their shortcomings, they can reach that 
level. Then maybe they win tight games against good opponents and others will be talking about how 
they know how to play and how they exploit mismatches.

•

“I am going to maintain my patience,” L.D. said. “The encouraging thing is we can look at a game 
against Miami on the road, San Antonio on the road, even Orlando the first time on the road, and now 
here we are against Boston on the road we are right there in the fourth quarter. We just can’t get over 
the hump. I am glad that we are right there but we’ve got to mentally learn how to get over the hump.”

•

Once again, you can point to a few missed chances cost the Hawks at winning time.•
The Hawks trailed 77-75. Ray Allen steals the ball from Josh Powell, but Marvin hustles back to block 
Allen’s shot and start a Hawks fastbreak. But then Teague throws the ball away and, on Boston’s next 
possession, no one blocks out Glen Davis and he puts back a miss.

•

On Atlanta’s next possession, Nate Robinson ties up Teague and forces a jump ball. The Celtics 
controlled the tip, and then Robinson set up Pierce for a 3. After Marvin misses, Erden somehow finds 
himself free for a baby hook in the lane that made it 84-75.

•

Teague had three of Atlanta’s six fourth-quarter turnovers, marring what was otherwise a standout effort. 
Maybe it will mean his return to the rotation, as long as L.D. is willing to live with his mistakes.

•

“He came out that first half, really really aggressive on the floor,” Drew said. “That’s what he has to do 
every time he steps on the floor. That’s what I am looking for. I need that. He’s the only guy that has that 
speed and has that type quickness that can change the flow and tempo of the game. He did a great job 
again.”

•

Teague’s teammates were going wild as he was getting steals and dunks.•
“Coaches told us to go out there and push the ball and be aggressive and play. Turnovers are going to 
happen but you just have to keep playing,” he said. “I just wanted to make an impact on the game. Me 
and Jordan at the beginning of the game, we had to make an impact, and hopefully get some stops on 
the defensive end and make some plays out there.”

•

Josh was out of sorts offensively. He didn’t have any touch around the rim. “I was in it on the defensive 
end, I just couldn’t help out offensively,” he said. “Good thing about it I have a chance to redeem myself 
tomorrow against Charlotte. I just can’t stop believing in myself. I think I got down on myself too early in 
the game because things weren’t falling.”

•
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Josh had just two points in the first game against the C’s. This time he couldn’t finish in the post against 
Pierce.

•

“He didn’t have that explosiveness like he normally has around the basket,” Drew said. “That was very 
noticeable early in the game. I didn’t think we would totally dominate the matchup with Pierce, but I 
thought we would have a much larger advantage against Pierce with him using his size and strength and 
experience. He missed some easy shots. He rushed a few shots. He didn’t seem like he had that 
energy.

•

Al picked up his second foul with 4:25 left in the first quarter. He stayed on the bench the rest of the half 
and finished with eight points, 4 of 7 shooting, seven rebounds, 26 minutes and three fouls.

•

“That’s happened to him before and he has come back and bounced back in the second half,” L.D. said. 
“But he just never got into an Al Horford rhythm. But again, there are going be games where there are 
nights like this.”

•

Al had ice packs on both hands after the game. “I’m not going to make excuses about anything,” he 
said. “I hurt it against Indiana. My shooting has been like this for a couple games. It is really swollen so I 
have to make sure I ice it to keep it down. But it’s nothing serious.”

•

JC2 passed up an open shot early, the first indication that the rookie was off. He looked rushed while 
committing three unforced turnovers. “I hadn’t played since the last few minutes against Toronto,” he 
said. “I just wanted to get back in the flow but my timing was off. It was little mistakes I shouldn’t make 
regardless if you don’t play or not. That’s all on me. “

•

The Hawks didn’t let Robinson get on a roll this time (despite his 41 minutes) but Pierce hurt them as the 
point forward. “You could see [Robinson] was just out of rhythm with the ball,” Doc Rivers said. He was 
struggling with the ball and with his passing. So we just made Paul the point guard and it worked out.”

•

Powell played 4:19 of the fourth quarter and had all zeros across his stat line except for a turnover. Zaza 
had the same minutes in the final period and had a rebound and a steal.

•

Wilkins showed some life offensively while scoring scoring 10 points. He got four free-throw attempts 
through some crafty plays. He’s helping the Hawks.

•

At one point in the first half, the Celtics dropped off Mo to let him shoot a 3-pointer, and he looked like 
he didn’t want to do it. He finally halfheartedly chucked up a brick. It looks like his confidence is sagging.

•
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