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Hawks beat Warriors for ninth consecutive home 
victory

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:47 p.m. Wednesday, December 29, 2010 

It was Golden State's speedy guards and quick tempo against the Hawks' potent frontcourt combo of Al 

Horford and Josh Smith at Philips Arena on Wednesday night.

The Warriors couldn't handle the big men and couldn't counter with backcourt running mates Stephen 

Curry and Monta Ellis while losing 103-93.

Horford and Smith combined for 43 points on 20-of-32 shooting and reserve center Zaza Pachulia added 

11 points and seven rebounds. Ellis, the league's third-leading scorer entering the game, was held to 12 

points, and Curry managed only nine points as each player was 4-of-13 from the field.

The Hawks won their ninth consecutive home game. The Warriors lost for the 11th time in their past 13 

road games.

The Hawks led by as many as 12 points in the third quarter. The Warriors twice got within six early in the 

fourth quarter, but the Hawks finally slowed their scoring and pulled away.

Horford's alley-oop dunk on a pass from Smith and Smith's 3-pointer pushed the Hawks' lead to 92-81 

with less than five minutes left. After Ellis made a 3-pointer to cut the Hawks' lead to 94-86, Mike Bibby 

answered with a 3-pointer to help hold off the Warriors.

Hawks forward Marvin Williams left the game in the third quarter after suffering a back bruise.

Smith got the Hawks started with eight points and five rebounds within the opening six minutes. He 

finished the half with 10 points, seven rebounds and three assists while Horford had 17 points, four 

rebounds and three assists.

The Hawks' reserves helped build a lead. With bench players Jamal Crawford, Mo Evans and Zaza 

Pachulia on the floor, the Warriors failed to score on six consecutive possessions, and the Hawks used a 

10-0 run to lead 39-27.

Dorell Wright's 12 points over the final nine minutes of the second quarter helped Golden State cut the 

lead to 52-47 at halftime. Curry opened the second half with a 3-pointer, but the Hawks responded with a 

9-0 run that made the score 61-50.
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It still took a while longer for the Hawks to take control for good because the Warriors kept pouring in 3-

pointers and Wright was all over the court. Wright had seven points and four rebounds in the third quarter 

as the Hawks led just 78-69 entering the final quarter.
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