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Hawks end road skid with victory at Bucks

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:41 p.m. Monday, December 27, 2010 

MILWAUKEE -- After getting bashed by the Bucks last month at Philips Arena, the Hawks went to the 

Bradley Center Monday looking for revenge.

More than that, though, the Hawks just wanted to end their five-game road losing streak and try to find 

some kind of groove in an up-and-down season.

"We know we are a much better team than what we showed that night," Hawks coach Larry Drew said of 

the first game against Milwaukee. "We are still trying to find ourselves in being a more consistent team 

irregardless of who we play."

The Hawks will have to wait and see if they are on a roll but they delivered a better effort against the 

Bucks. Atlanta won 95-80 for its first road victory since beating Orlando on Dec. 6.

The Hawks made amends for a listless 108-91 loss to the Bucks on Nov. 10. The Bucks were motivated 

for that game after losing a seven-game series to the Hawks in the first round of the 2010 playoffs. But 

they were no match this time.

For the first three quarters, the Hawks followed a similar pattern from their 93-86 defeat at New Orleans 

on Sunday. The Hawks started fast behind, forged a commanding halftime lead and then quickly lost 

control as their offense sputtered.

Trailing 57-42 at the break, Milwaukee opened the third quarter with a 9-3 run that took less than three 

minutes. The Bucks would cut the lead to eight six times in the period but this time, the Hawks never 

caved.

The Hornets on Sunday eventually took the lead in the third quarter and finished off the Hawks by 

holding them to just 31 points in the second half. This time Atlanta managed just 38 points after halftime 

but used energetic defense and rebounding and made timely shots to pull out the victory.

Al Horford's jump shot with less than three minutes to play extended Atlanta's lead to 88-76. After 

Andrew Bogut scored for Milwaukee, Hawks forward Marvin Williams responded with a 3-pointer that 

made it 91-78 with 1:49 remaining.
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It looked like Atlanta was on its way to a blowout victory after its hot start. The Hawks made 22 of 40 

shots in the first half, with 15 of them assisted, as all 10 players who saw the floor scored en route to a 

15-point advantage.

But Atlanta stopped moving the ball in the third quarter

After winning at Atlanta nearly seven weeks ago, the Bucks lost seven of their next eight games. They'd 

recently finished a 2-1 road trip that included a victory against the Lakers without starting point guard 

Brandon Jennings, who had foot surgery.

Milwaukee hadn't played or practiced since winning at Sacramento Thursday.

"We had a nice, lively practice [Sunday], which is somewhat unusual after a holiday. Not just this team, 

all teams get their minds off it [and] have a hard time getting back into it," Bucks coach Scott Skiles said 

beforehand. "Hopefully that will carry over and we can play well tonight. We'd love to get this win before 

heading into a tough game tomorrow [at Chicago]."

Instead the Bucks started slowly and never recovered, in large part because of their troubles scoring. 

Milwaukee shot just 37 percent from the field (28 of 75).

In the first game against the Hawks, Milwaukee's bench players keyed the victory with a strong second 

quarter. Atlanta's reserves shined this time, with Marvin Williams and Jamal Crawford each scoring 14 

points to help the Hawks to a 42-27 advantage in bench scoring.
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