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Hawks drop fifth straight road game

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:38 p.m. Sunday, December 26, 2010 

NEW ORLEANS -- For the first time in three weeks the Hawks sent out their full starting lineup and a 

bench bolstered by sixth-man Jamal Crawford.

It might take a while longer for the whole to add up to Atlanta's parts. The Hawks couldn't sustain a 

sizzling start or complete a late rally while losing 93-86 at New Orleans on Sunday night.

Atlanta suffered its fifth straight road loss, and this one was similar to the other defeats. The Hawks were 

within striking distance in the final period but the Hornets were better on a handful of key possessions.

After Mike Bibby's 3-pointer gave the Hawks an 81-80 lead, the Hornets responded with a 10-0 run to 

take control. The Hawks made one last bid, trimming the lead to 90-86 with 1:18 to play on on Joe 

Johnson's driving basket and 3-pointer.

New Orleans forward David West missed a shot on the next possession, leading to a loose ball that 

Hornets center Emeka Okafor chased down. Given another chance to put away the Hawks, Hornets All-

Star Chris Paul obliged by making a jump shot.

Paul had 22 points for New Orleans to offset Johnson's 23 points. It was another strong game for the 

Hawks guard, who is coming back from right elbow surgery.

In his first three games after missing nine, Johnson shot a combined 16 of 48 from the field. He said he 

was still trying to regain his rhythm and couldn't fully extend his shooting arm.

Johnson showed signs of shaking off the rust against the Cavaliers on Wednesday night. He had 23 

points, seven assists with no turnovers and made 9 of 17 shots as the Hawks won 98-84.

Along the way, Johnson flashed some of his vintage form.

Johnson's 16 first-half points included one of his signature moves: an isolation, fade-away jump shot over 

a defender on the right wing. That basket capped a 28-point second quarter for the Hawks, who led 55-

46 at halftime.

The Hawks led despite Al Horford playing just eight minutes because of foul trouble. Paul had a quiet 

half, too, with just four points and 2 of 7 shooting.
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That changed in the third quarter, when Paul started attacking the Hawks on pick-and-rolls. Atlanta 

couldn't handle Paul's superlative passing and scoring ability, and at the same time its offense halted.

After the Hornets opened the half with a 13-4 run to tie it at 59, Paul took over in a third-quarter stretch in 

which he scored nine of the Hornets' 11 points and assisted on the other basket.

Paul scored 13 points, made 6 of 7 shots and added three assists in the period. The Hawks, meanwhile, 

managed just 16 points in the quarter while shooting 5 of 23 from the field.

Crawford helped rally the Hawks by twice forcing ties with baskets early in the fourth quarter. He had 

missed five games with a sore back and Atlanta's bench scoring suffered without him.

"He is good at what he does," Drew said before the game. "We have been trying to improvise him being 

out. It will be good to have him back so we can get back into a normal flow of how we do things. And we 

will get that punch back of the bench that we've been needing."
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